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(Queslions.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House sdjourned wt 10-37 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legislatibe Assembip,
Thursday, 22nd November, 1906.

PaaE.
Questions : Dock nt Fremnntle e o 304
Hurbour Workshaps, Fremantla
Bill ; Innd Tax Asgessment. Couucil’s suggrsted
Amendineuts, congidered .. . 3044
Bstimates : Colonial Secretury’s Department re-
sumed, concluded nt midnight . B

The SPEAXER took the Chuair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRATERS.

QUESTION—DOCK AT FREMANTLE,

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Mimster for
Works: 1, Does the Govermmnent intend
this session iniroducing a Bill for the
construction of a graving dock at Fre-
mantle ?  z, If not, why not ¥

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The Government intends to
immediately put in hand farther in-
vestigations to seitle the question of site.
Itis believed that this can be determined
during the recess. Any legislation which
may be necessary will be introduced next
session.

QUESTION—HARBOUR WORKSIUOPS AT
FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister tor
Works: 1, Does the Government intend
closiag the Harhour Workshops, particu-
larly the Pipe Works. at Fremantle?
2, If not, why are the men being dis-
wwissed 7

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No, but the number of men may
be expected to varv from time to time
according to the Government demand for
pipes. 2, Men belonging to the ordinary
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workshop staff and pipe-foundery stafi
are ot being disimssed, but some 30 men
emploved on repairs to the dredge
“ Premier,” und on some heavy castings
for the Goldfields Water Supply und
Metropolitan Waterworks Board, both of
which works are finished, have heen
recently dispensed with,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the TrEASURER: 1, Report on the
Agricultural Bank to 80th June, 1906.
2, Report of the Department of Agri.
culture to 30th June, 1906. 3, Report of
the Central Board of Health to 30th
June, 1906.

BILL-—LAND TAX ASSESSMENT.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Order read for consideration of the
Legislative Council's Message No. 31
(dissenting from the Assembly’s proposal
for a free conference on amendments
requested by the Council).

Tue TREASURER mored that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of farther considering in Com.
mittee the Legislative Couneil’s Message
No. 25 [namely, schedule of amend-
ments veturned by the Counecil with
request, that they he made in the Bill by
the Assembiy].

Question passed.

IN COMMITTER.

No. 1—-Clause 2, line 7, after the word
“planting ™ insert the words *roads
made or macadamised by the owner,”
and after the words “wells” insert
*“ pumps, windmills, and other apparatus
for raising water” : .

Tae TREASURER saw no abjection
to this amendment, and moved that it be
agreed to.

Question passed, the asmendment made
as requested.

No. 2—Clause 9, Subclause #, add at
the end the following: “ Provided that
this subsection shall not apply to any
person absent from Australis on the
public service :

Amendment agreed to. -

No. 3—Clause 11, paragraph (d),
“strike out all the words after “the
Mires Act 19047 :
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Tez TREASURER: As members |
wonld see, this amendment removed
timber leases or licenses from the list of
exemptions. The Assembly, in dealing
with this clause, had thought it reason-
able that these should be exempted. He |
moved * That the Council's amendment
be wade ™ (as requested).

Mg, A. J. WILSON : When a pastoral
lease was granted over a timber lease, |
who would pav the tax? Would there
be a double tax ¥

Trne Treasuker: In such cases a
clause provided for the apportionment of
the tas.

Mr. A, J. WILSON: How would the
agsessmnent value of the land be arrived
at when the timber lessee had no exclusive
right of occupancy ?

TaE Treasvrer: With this the
Government bad nothing to do. As-
sessors and valuers would be appointed
for the purpose.

Mr. BATH: The assessors should
have no difficulty. It appeared that when
a timber lessee acquired a right over a
pastoral leage, the land became of little
use to the pastoralist, The dual holding
was most unsatisfactory, the timber
company receiving by far the greater
advantage.

Question put and passed, the amend-
ment made.

No. 4—Clause 11, Subelanse 2, strike
out the subclause: )

Tre TREASURER woved * That the
Committee decline to make the amend-
ment.” The subclause exempted all lands
the unimproved value of which did not
exceed £50, the exemption being in
favour of the small man who was trying
to establish & home. The revenue deriv-
able hy taxing sach lands would be
small,

Mr. BATH opposed the Treasurer’s
motion. Desiring to see the measure
carried throngh with as little delay as
possible, he believed it would be in the
best interests if we accepted the sug-
gested amendment. It would enable us
to raise more money, and would simplify
administration. Though the Treasurer
said the amount that would be raised by
taxing the persons specified in this clanse
would be small, the valuation must be
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made just the swme, so that there would
be mo saving to the departmevt on that
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score ; and though the items would be
small iudividually, when accumulated if
all the exemption were omitted from the
Bill, it would bring in £30,000 in excess
of what the Treasurer estimated was
likely to be received with the exempiions.

Mr. Gorpos: The hon. member
fuvoured exemptions at one time.

Mr. BUTCHER : We should make the
suggested amendmwent. When the Bill
was first brought down, he did not con-
sider the land tax was advisable; but
things had taken « different course alto-
gether, and now we had a huge Loan
Bill before us, so that it would be abso-

" lutely necessary, if development wag to

go on in the State, that we should look
round for farther money to meet our
obligations when loans were raised. Ia
the circumstances he now desired to see the
Bill become law, and to see that the small
man paid his quota towards the revenue
of the country as well as any other wan,
because unguestionably the small man
would receive equal benefit from the ex.
penditure of loan moneys.  If we strock
out this exemption to £50, it would bring
in nearly £8,000, and probably with all
the exemptions deleted, the additional
revenite would be even more than was
suggesied by the Leader of the Opposi-
ticn.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result : —

Ayes e 25
Noes . 9

Majority for 16
Mr. A Nogs,
r. Augwin
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Brown
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Goll
Mr. Stuart
dr. Underwood
Mr. Ware
Mr. Bath {Tailer).

AYES.
. Barnett
. Brebber
. Cowcher
. Daglish
. Davies
. Eddy
. Ewing
. Foulkes
. Gordon
. Hayward
. Hicks
. Keenan
. Layman
. McLarty
. Male
. Mitchell
. Monger
. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Piesse
. Price
Mr, Stone
Mr. A, .J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Tcller).

Question thus passed. the Council’s
request not agreed to.
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No. 5-~Clause 11, Subclause 3, strike
out:

Tee TREASURER: This subclause
provided for the £250 cxemption on rural
lands. The same arguments would apply
to this amendment as to the previous one,
He moved * That the Commitree decline
to make the requested amendment.”

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes . 25
Noes e 9

Majority for 16

NoEs,
Angwin
Bolton
Mr, Brown
Mr. Butcher
, Gull
Mr. Stuart
Mr. Underwood

Mr, Ware
Blr. Bath (Teller).

AYES.
. Barnett.
. Brebber
. Cowcher
. Daglialy
. Davies
. Eddy
. Ewing
. Foulkes
. Gordon
. Gregory
. Hayward
. Hicks
. Keenan
. Layman
. Melarty
. Male
. Mitchell
. Monger
. 8. F. Moore
. Pieese
. Price
. Stone
Mr. &. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilgon
Mr. Hardwick (Tolicer}.

Mr.
Mr.

Question thus passed, the Council’s
request not agreed to. -

No. 6—Bubclause (4), astrike out this
subeclause :

Tue TREASURER moved ¢ That the
Committee decline to make the amend-
wment."”

Mr. H. BROWN : The exemption of
conditional purchases must be opposed,
the main policy of the Government being
to extend railways in every direction.
According to the Engineer-in-Chief, we
were going to have a yearly loss on the
spur lines already made, and also on
others contemnplated,  In the ease of the
Jandakot Railwuy, built at a cost ex-
coedling £4,000 per wmile, the Commis-
sioner of Ruilways estimated the revenue
1o be derived in the coming year at £150.
These considerations compelled him to
oppose the mnotion.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Question put, and o division taken
with the following result: —
Ayes . ... 26
Noes . B

18

MNoES.
s, Angwin

. Bat]

. Botton

. Brown

. Underwood
. Walker

Mr. Ware
Mr, Staart (Teller),

Majority for ...

AYES,
. Borpett
. Brebber !
. Butcher
. Cowcher
. Daglish
. Davies
. Eddy
. BEwing
. Foulkes
. Gordon
. Gregory
. Qull
. Hayward
. Hicke
. Keeunn
. Loyman
. McLarty
. Mule
Mr, Mitehell
Mr, Monger
Mr. S. F. Mosve
Mr. Piesse *
r. Price
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Tellev\.

Question thus passed, the Council’s
request not agreed to.

No. 7—Clause 31, Subclause (8), after
the word “shall ” insert *in the cuse of
a company registered in Australia™:

No. 3 -—Subclause (8), after the word
“ business ” insert “and in case of a
Cowmpuny registered outside Australia,
within three nonths after its establish-
ment or beginuing to carry on business” :

Tee TREASURER moved * That the
amendment be made.”

Question passed, the Council’s request
agreed to.

No. 9—Clause 32, Subclause (1), strike
out all the words after the word
“ excessive ' :

TrE TREASURER moved ** That the
amendment be made.” Tt appeared to
bim that we might agree to this amend-
ment, because it was only fair that a man
should have the right to appeal against
any assessment, whether it was in excess
of, or under, that of any local authority.

Question passed, the Council's request
ngreed to. .

No. To—8uhclause {4), strike out this
subclause :

Tue TREASURER woved * Thal the
amendment be nmade.” This was a ques-
tion of the publicity of proceedings m a
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court of review. The subclause was in-
serted iu order to enable the court, on the
application of the appellant. 1o reguire
persons to withdraw from the conrt.

Mr. ANGWIN: Would the excision
of this clause mean that witnesses of any
description, who were to be brought for-
wird, conld not remnain in the court ?

Tue TrEasurER: Yes.

Mz FOULKES: Any court had the
right to ask (hat all persons should leave
the court. The reason for asking wit-
nesses to leave the court was that they
might not hear the evidence given by
other witnesses.

THETREASURER : The gencral rules
of procedure would wpply in this court,
aud if it was consideredt detrimentsl to
the bearing of the case that witnesses
should be permitted to remuin in court
thev could be ordered to withdraw.
Under this snbelanse, bowever, upon the
appheation of the appellant, every une, the
public, could be excluded. The Legis-
lative Council asked that the clause
shonld be strock out, in order that the
proceedings should be as public as the
proceedings of any other court.

Question passed, the Council’s request
agreed to.

No. 11--Clause 35, add the tollowing
words at the vnd: “ Provided, however,
that the tax may be paid in eqgual half-
yveurly instalinents ™ :

Tre TREASURER moved —

That the Committee decline te wmnke the
amendment.

The insertion of these words would make
it optional on the part of a taxpayer to
pay either ib moieties or in one sum. If
notices had to be sent vut half-vearly in-
stead of yearly in connection with a tax
of this deseription, the cost of adminis-
tration would be largely increused. He
did not apprehend that the tax would be so
heavy on individuals that they could not
pay 1 one sum, [Mr. Gorr: Not al
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ably be assented to in December. He
hoped the fact would hecome known in
the country that the Government who
had been pleading poverly had refused
the opportunily of ivcreasing their
revenue at the iostigation of another
place.  Members renerally should vote
for the amendment to be made and thus
afford relief to the towns, which it had
been said by the Minister for Agriculture
{Hon. J. Mitchell) and the Treasurer,
wonld bear the greater portion of this
taxation.

Mr. GORDON supported the Trea-
surer’s motion. The amount to be raised
by the fax was small, and the Govern-
ment should arrange for the collection of
the tax at harvest time, which was the
best time for the purpose. Tt was not of
much moment to men in towns on wages
as to when the tax was collected, but it
was of considerable importance to the
men working on the land.

Mz, BATH: Tt would simplify ad.
ministration if the tax were collected
once a vear; and, as pointed out by the
Treasurer, if it were found that this
method of collection worked a hardship
a change to collection by instulmenis
could be made later on. He supported
the Treasurer because he strongly
fuvoured reducing the cost of administra-
tion as far as possible.

Mer. ANGWIN: Tt would not be
necessary for collecting by instaloients,
to send out notices every six months, as one
notice would suftice. This was the svatem
adopted in counection with municipal
taxation, and it could be applied to
thistax. TheGovernment proposal would

' work a bardship on taxpavers in towns;

present.] 1f we found later that yearly °

payments were working  hardship, the
matter could be reconsidered. |

Mz, H. BROWN trusted the amend-
ment would he made.  If the tax were
collected in {wo instalments, the towns,
which would lear the greatest burden
under this taxation would only be re-
quired to pay six months’ taxation during
the current year, as the Bill would prob-

but were every part of the Sfate to be
equally treated, he would not object.
This measure exempted the couniry nud
penalised the town. Municipalities would
require to levy high rates to wmake up
the deficiency caused by the reduction of
the municipal subsidies.

Mer. FOULKXES was sure the Govern-
did not attuch great importance to the
amendment made by anather place, nor
did he believe the Government wished to
inflict a hardship on any taxpayers. [t
would Le a reliel if the 1ax were collected
in two instalments, and there need not
be additional expense, as the oue notice,
showiog the dates ou which the respective
instalments were payable, would suffice.
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He kpnew of no tax, except the dog and ° less to collect, would not increase the
wheel taxes, which were collected in one

amount,
Tare TrREASURER: The income tax ?

the income tax ; but be urged the Govern-
ment, if they did not desire to inflict
hardship, to permit this tax to be paid in
two moieties.

Mr. H. BROWN: 1o some instances
in Perth the amount of the tax would be
£300, and under the Government pro-
posal this amount would require to be
paid within 30 days. Many struggling
storekeepers. and other taxpayers would
have to pay £30 or £40 each, and for
some persons the immediate payment of
such amounts would be more than they
could stand. The amount payable in
country districts was so small that no
hardship would be entailed by its collec-
tion io one amount; but he appealed to
members on both sides to ake this
iniquitous tax payable in two instal-
ments.

M=r. GORDON: If the suggestion
were adopted to collect the tax at harvest
time, the struggling storekeeper wonld
be in a better position to pay the full tax
than to meet a demand in midwinter for
half the amount. Harvest-time was a
period when money was plentiful in
town, as at that time the commercial
houses were getting in money.

M=r. BREBBER: The tax would be
collected mainly in small sums, and if
the collection was made in two instal-
ments the cost of collection would ubsorb
a great proportion of the tax. The
member for Perth represented u con-
stituency which was in an exceptional
position, as Perth contained property of
a higher unimproved value than any
other part of the State; hence the mem-
ber for Perth was correct im his state-
ment that it would be advantageous to
his coustituents to have the tax collect-
able in two instalments. But the mem-
ber for Perth should take a wider view of
this tax than he took of most other
questions. The tax would uffect part of
his (Mr. Brebber's)
exactly the sume way as the hon. em-
ber's; ut the proposal to increase the
cost of collection by dividing the tax in
two parts was ridiculous and unjust.
The wisest course was that recommended

cost to the taxpayer, and therefore would
do greater good to the country. He

] . would support the motion,
~ Mr. FOULKES was not sure about !

constituency in |

by the Government; the tax would cost

Mr. WALKER : Apparently the last
speaker presumed it was a pleasure for
the taxpayer to keep large sums of money
ready on demand. Could the hon. mem-
ber say from his municipal experience that
municipal tax-collectors always obtained
the amounts demanded at the first call,
The last straw lbroke the camel’s back ;
and suppose a rate collector called to-day
and emptied the purse of the occupier or
owner of Jand, and next day the Govern-
ment collector came along for the whole
year’s tax in advance, conld there be any-
thing more annoying ¥ Again and again
ratepayers fell into arrears and had to be
threatened, sometimes extreme courses
being taken. Whether the tax was paid
yearly or not, the Government would
have some difficulty and ezpense in col-
lecting it. Tf the tax had to be paid a
year in advance, moré likely still would
it be that the Guvernment would experi-
ence diffienlties in its collection. Every
person would rather pay the amount in
two instalments than in one sum. It was
a principle sacred to legislation that we
should make the burdens of the people as
light as possible. Thbat principle had
governed in the past, but now a new rule
seemed to be started by those who had
no sympathy or experience of Parliamen-
tary government. The difficulty of col-
lection would be as great if it were an
annual collection as it would be if o half-
yearly collection. There must be duns
far thoge who did not pay up. If a staff
had to be kept to collect rates in arrears,
what extra expense would be incurred on
the country by that staff collecting half-
yearly instead of veariv ?

Mr. Gorpon: I}d the hon. imember
know anything about the incidence of
taxation ?

Me. WATLKER: He knew something
about the member for the Zoo, who
should be muzzled. He believed the hon.
member was anxious to get back the
Whipship.

Mr. Gorvon: The hon. member was
dirt, pure dirt.

Mr. WATL.KER: The hon. member's
argument consisted of two words, * har-
vest ' and “ midwinter.”
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Tue CHAIRMAN: The member !
speaking wust confine himself to the
question.

Me. Gorpox: The hon. member had
heen confined already.

Mer. WALEER: What did the mem-
ber for Cancing mean ?

Mr. Gorpon: The hon. member was
confined here now, for the time being.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member -
used a vulgar and insolent insinuation. ‘

Tue CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. WALKER hoped that at least if
one member, especially the member for
Canning, was allowed to bave free lati-
tude with a licentious tongue, he (Mr. 1

|
]

Walker) might be permitted to reply as
licentionsly. What the hon. member had
to say to him he had better suy outside.

Mg. Goepon would say it anywheve.
The hon. member need not worry about |
that.

Mr. WALKER: On the question be-
fore the Committee, people in town or
country would rather pay half-vearly than .
yearly.

Mgr. GORDON : As regarded the inci-
dence of taxation, 1t was laid down that
if peaple were taxed they should be taxed
at the time they could best pay. The
best time for country people to pay was .
-ab harvest tiwme, and the best time for
city wen to puy was once a year when
money was coming in from the country.
He was sorry he had raised the ire of the
member for Kanowna. The lkon. mem-
ber had several times attacked hiwn, not
in a subdued voice, and said he should
be muzzled. That statement wus rve-
peated wore than ooce in this House
before he took exception to it; but nmow
he did take exception to it. Whilst the
hon. member was in this Chamber let -
Lim confine his langnage decently.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD : There was little
chanee of there being any collection of
this tax at uill. The collection of such a
miserable tax once in two years would be

sufficient. To attempt to split up the
collection of such a small affair wus !
ridiculous. We had been told over and

over again about the poor man owning .
land, but what aubout the poor man who
did not own land? A man owning a
block of land werth £100 would pay
somuewhere about 6s. 3d., yet there was a
desire to split that into two instalments '
of 3s. 14d. each. We had heard about |
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the rates paid to municipulities and roads
bonrds. 1f people did not want to pay
thuse rates ther need not do so. The
only thing would be that they would have
to go without roads.

Mr ANGWIN: In the last 12 mouths
he had seen people with tears in their
eves on aceount of their inability to pay
the rates, There had repeatedly been
great difficulty in getting payment of
rates in our tnunicipalities.

Me. Gorpon: The hon. member was
in favour of the tax, was he not ?

Me. ANGWIN: Yes. There was
scrcely o town in the conntry districts

that was not taxed, and it was . the duty

of the Government to wake this tax fall
ay lightly as possible. People should be
allowed to pay the tax in such instal-
ments as suited them best. He had
made a request in regard to a council
that quarterly pavments might be made.
The Government said that if the people
did not puy this tax within 30 davs they
would have to pay 10 per cent. extra,
so they were going to fine people for
their poverty. Itwas notalways the puor
man who could not pay. A man in busi-
ness might find it hard to find the money
when due, and he would be penalised.
Mz. H. BROWN moved an amend-

. ment that the following be added to the
~ clanse :—

Provided, however, that the tax may bhe
paid in equal half-yearly instalments in the
municipalities of Perth and Fremantle.

He and other hon. members with muni-
cipal experience in Perth koew that every
year hundreds of warrants of distress
had to be signed and issued against de-
Eaulting ratepavers for collection of rates.
This land tax alone would be eqguivalent
in the tewns te a 9d. munieipal rate.
Another place which we looked on as a
conservative body was prepared to help
the struggling tradesman or agriculturist
by allowinyg him to pay the tax in half-
yearly instalments; and surely a demo-
cratic House like this should assist the
worthy amendment which had emanated
from another place. During the last ten
years the condition of Perth had not
been so bad as at present, and this
was ne time for harsh methods of taxation.

Amendwent by leave withdrawn.

Mgr. BOLTON supported payment in
two moieties. 1n North Fremantle some
ratepayers were unable to pay even half-
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yearly, and weekly instalments bad to be
accepted. If the half-yearly collection
proved too costly, the Treasurer could
easily revert to the original proposal ; but

demanding the tax in a lump sum would

lead to bumerous appeals,

Mr. VERYARD supported the Coun-
cil's amendment.  Surely every member
with municipal experience wust agree
that people paying u new tax should be
let down lightly.

Question (not to accept amendnent)
put, and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result :—

Ayes 17
Noes 16
Majority for ... TR |
AYES. NoEs.

Mr. Both Mr. Augwiu

Mr, Brebber Mr, Bolton

Mr. Ewing Mr. Brown

Mr. Gordon Mr, Butcher

Mr, Gregory Mr. Cowcher

Mry. Hardwick Mr. Daglish

Mr. Hayward Mr. Davies

Mr. Xeenan Mr. Edd,

Mr. Mitchell Mr, Foulkes

Mr. Monger Mr, Gull

Mr. 8. F. Moore Mr, McLarty

Mr. Price Mr, Male

Mr. Stunrt Mr. Veryord

Mr. Underwooed Mr. Walker

Mr. A, J, Wilson - Mr. Ware

Mr. F. Wilson Mr. Holman (Teller).

Mr. Loyman (Teller),

Question thus passed, the Council's
reguest not agreed to.

Resolutions  reported ;
adopted.

Reasons for declining to make four of
the sugpested amendivents were drawn
up and adopted, und a message accord-
ingly returued to the Council.

the report

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPFPLY.

Resumed from the previous day, M.
IrLingworTH in the Chair.

CoroN1aL SkcrETARY'S EsSTIMATES con-
tinued (Hon. J. D. CowwmoLry
Minister), the TREASURER now in
charge of these Estimates.

Vote—Office of Colowial
£8,611:

ON THBESE ESTIMATES GENERALLY.

Mzr. BATH: After perusing these
Estimates, he would withdraw his stute-
mept that Ministers were drifting they

Secretary,

[ASSIEMBLY.]

' knew not whither.

|

Estimates, generally.

He perceived that in
these Estimates there was a certain
amount of method, not in the madness,

' but certainly in the eccentricities of the

Government to which members had been
treated during the session. In view
of the portents of the tiwe, it seemed
that the Ministry would regquire the
Caves over which there had been a good
deal of discussion in the House, to retire
to at no distant date. Apparently by
providing extra votes for Police, Guaols,
and Dunacy, the Government had made
provision for the victims of their disus-
trous control of affairs, In connection
with the Police Department, matters had
come under his notice from a perusal of
the files on the table dealing with various
officers of the department, showing that
there must be grave reasvng of complaint
from wembers of the force and the public
generally as to the administration of the
Police Department. There were on the
table voluminous files of papers dealing
with the case of ex-Constable Tyler, and
papers dealing with the case of ex-Con-
stable Carroll, and there was also the
matter brought up yesterday in reference
to ex-Constable Casserley. It seemed
that the great fault in adwinistration
was that the rank and file of the police
force were hampered by the dictatorial
methods of the central office. Every man
at heart was a rebel. Counservatives re-
belled against the encroachments of
radicalism, in the tendency to be more
liberal in legislation, and radicals
rebelled against too conservative con-
trol of affairs, and it was ouly natural
that in the majority of the community
there was a certain latent rebellion
against constituted authority, which we
should bear in mind when we heard
criticisms against the police. Generally
speaking, throughout the State we had
competent men and officers in the police
force who did their work with a greai
deal of discretion. However, it was
apparent to those who travelled through-
out the State that there was a great deal
of discontent in the service at the methods
of control exercised at lheadguarters, so
that we could unot hope to have that
degree of efficiency we might otherwise
enjoy if there was satisfaction throughout
the force and if there was no reason to
complain againgt dictatorial control fron
headquarters. There was dificulty in
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baving just grievances remedied.
some instances, boards of inquiry were
appointed ; but after going through the file
relating to ex-constable Tyler, one was Yed
to the conclusion that, despite an apparent
irritability, that officer had a great deal
to complain of against the method of
control on the part of his immediately
superior officer and in the great length o
time taken to hear bis cowplaints and
decide them. There was ns much ground
for complaint on the part of the Com-
missioner against ex-constable Tyler's
superior officer who laid the <harges
against hiw, as there was in any action
taken by ex-constable Tvler himself. It
seemed that there was also some ground
for complaint in the case of ex-constable
Casserley. That officer’s service entitled
hiw to a considerable gratuity, but owing
to the fact that there were certain mis-
demeanvurs recorded against him, all
he received on leaving the service
was the amocuut he had contributed
to the benefit fund. Tt was really
tuking money from the police offi-
cers under false pretences. When
an ofticer joined the force, he was told
that by the contribution of a certain sum
to the henefit fund, he would be entitled
to a certain amount after a period of
service ; and if at the end of the term, for
one or two delinquencies—and even the
best officer was liable to be guilty of
those—the officer was to be denied, really
defrauded of the amount to which he was
entitled, there wus something wrong with
the administration of the police depart-
ment. There were only three irivial
grounds of complaint against ex-constable
Cusserley, hut for those he was denied
the amount te which he was entitled for
the length of time spent in the service.
There was ground for complaint owing to
the fact that in some instances officers
dismissed from the police force were
denied boards of fuquiry. fn the Police
Department which to a certain exient
was administered with military precision,
and naturally with the restrictions of that
militarisn, it was only natural that
officers would have reason to compluin
bitterly of the freatment meted out to
them. It was only necessary that one
of their superior officers should not be
carrying ont his duties n a proper
mauner for those under him to suffer and
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In ' wlile in many instances the superior

* officer who vaused the trouble went scot-
free, those under him who were innocent
of any delinquencies were wade to suffer,
and when they asked that their cases
should be heard or that iuvestigation
should be made, they were denied a board
of inquiry. In the Railway Department,
we had it on the authority of the Com-
niissioner and the Minister for Railways
that the lboards of inquiry constituted
under the Ruilways Act had in the
majority of instances given satisfaction.
Tf so, why should the police force be
denied a sumilar privilege to that enjoved
by the servants of the Railway Depart-
ment? If there wus reason to believe
that injustice was done to officers, they
were cntitled to lLave their grievances
remedied, or ut least am Investigation
made by a board of inquiry constituted in
ah Impartial wayv. Io regard to the
Medical and Health Department, as the
Treasurer informed us yesterday, the
fuctories work previusly controlled by
the Minister fuor Labour, was now ad-
ministered by the Health Departmeut.
Whatever might be urged on behalf of
this alteration on the score of economy,
it could not be commended on the score
of efficient administration of factories
legislation.  The fuctory iuspectors would
probably not be afforded an opportunity
of carrying out their work in an efficient
wuy under the control of the mediral
geotleman in charge of the Central
Board of Health, because it stood to
reason that the Chiet Medical Officer
would hive no acquaintance with many
matiers which were purely matters for
expert officers trained in factories inspec.
tion work. Especially was this true in
Western Anstralin where we had an
opportunity, by providing an efficient
department of factories inspection, to
mike the necessary alterations to ensure
that the health and welfare of the workers
in our factories would be protected, with-
out plidng a large burden on the factory
owners. If after our industries grew
and buildings were erected the necessity
arose for more efliclent aduministration of
factories, it would mean that the owners
uf the factories would be involved in
maore expense than would be necessary at
the present time. That was the main
contention when the Act was pugsed. It
was pointed out by Mr. Walter James,
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who was in charge of the Factories Bill,
that it was u fitting time, at the inception
of our factories, to see when the factories
were being built that the interests of
those employed were protected.

THE TrEASURER: We would still have
a chief inspector of factories,

Me. BATH : There wasa possibility
that the medical gentleman cuntrolling
the Health Department would look at
the matter purely and simply from a
health point of view, and that officers
would be retained on that score, while
officers with special fitness to administer
work in factories would be set aside on
the ground of economy, and the factories
aspect of the question lost sight of.
Judging by the last repori of the
Pactories Department in Victoria and
the last report issued by the Depart-
ment of Tabour under the British Board
of Trade, efficient factories inspection
was the more important item of the two.
He hoped the Colonial Secretary, when
effecting econoniies, would study this side
of the guestion. There were numerous
items on which he hoped the Treasurer
would volunteer information.

Mgr. HOLMAN : It was hard to criti-
vise the Colonial Secretary when that
gentleman was not here amongst us; in
his absence, moreover, one could not
inquire as fully into the working of the
departinents as one would like. The same
state of affairs, however, seemed fo exist
in the Colonial Secretary’s departments
a8 in other departments: the cost of
administration was going up. There
was an increase of over £1,000 in the cost
of administration, and this caused one to
wonder why large increases should oceur
in this department year after year. In
these times of retrenchment the Govern-
ment should see that the cost was kepl
within reasonable limits. Only a year or

two ago the accountancy brunch of the -
department  was |
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started, and while the number of officers
was increasing year. by vear there was no
compensating deerease in the cost of other
departments.

Tae Treasurer: ‘The cost of all the
departments had been decreased.

Me. HOLMAN: A decrease had
occurred ouly in the factories inspection

branch, and there ought not to have been -

any decrease in that branch, which had
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done pood work. If officers of that
branch were allowed to bring cases into
court as soon as possible, the working of
the fuctories legislation would be much
improved. The officers were, howaver,
harassed, and not allowed to do their
work., The administration of our indus-
trial legislation would suffer by the
amalgamation, The Chief Inspector
of Factories, who was the best man
to be got in the State, was allowed
no latitude in doing his work. We
ought not to neglect those of our
citizens who were compelled to work
in factories. This Stute at present
had few factories, but their number
was increasing year by year, and it was
the duty of Parliament to see that any
new factories were built on the latest,
most improved, and most sanitary system.
In connection with gaols, he could bear
out what the Leader of the Opposition
had said. An inereased expenditure in
this direction was wnecessary, because
people in a state of poverty were more
likely to commit offences than people
better situated, and at the present time
there wus a great deal of paverty in this
State. Regarding the Police Depart-
meant, there had been cases of men driven
to erime through heing harassed by in-
dividual members of the force. We had
undoubtedly as fine a body of police as
any in the world, but the conditions un-
der which the force was working at the
present time were such as would, under
ordinary ecircumstances, almost tend to
make the men criminals. That married
men should be earning ouly 6s. 6d. a day
in such a country as Western Austrulia
was an absolute disgrace.

Me. Ewirg : But they were not long
on that rate.

Mr. HOLMAN: Even 7s. 6d. per day
was not. much better.

Mem=zer: Did these constables receive
rent allowance ?

Mr. HOLMAN: No; a peliceman had
to live in a respectable guarter of the
town, and this involved higher rent.

Mg. Avowin: Bowmetimes the inspec-
tor ordered a constable to live in a certain
quarter.

Mr. HOLMAN : Yes; and that would
. ulso tend to increase the rent. The con-

ditions of the police service were utterly
, unsatistactory.
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M. GoLw: Tt did not look like that,
when applications for enrolment were so
DUMeTous.

Mer. HOLMAN : No doubt a number
of voung men were alwaysdesirous of en-
tering the force; but a comparison be-
tween the number of men desirous of
entering the force und the number of
reitlly zood men who had left the foree
would astonish hon. members. The en-
cruragements were not sufficient to
retain good men in the service. The
strength of the force was 436 cou-
stables, and the nwmber of officers
was 78. So large a proportion of
officers was a grave mistake. There
were subinspectors in such small places
a8 Bunbury and Cue; in Pertb there
was a Commissioner, a superintendent,
and an inspector, as well as several sub-
inspectors. There was a subinspector in
Subiaco; in  fact  subinspectors were
scattered all over the country. [M=u.
Ewira: That was only necessary.] It
wis unnecessary.  Sonmie subinspectors
here did no higher work or better work
than that of a first-vlass constable in the
Fastern States. We should reduce the
number of officers and increase the
salaries of the men who did the work.

Tee Minister For Mines: There
were only eight inspectors and five sub-
inspectors on the Estimates.

Mr, HOLMAN : Some of the officers
ought to be done away with. No in-
creases had been proposed for the
ordinary rank and file, but a superin-
tendent was set down for a £50 rise.
Why wasthat ? [Mg. MoneER: Becanse
it was deserred ] The Cominissioner
and inspectors, instead of knocking
around Perth, ought to go out iuto the
covntry »nd do the work now being done
hy subinspectors.
had no opportunity of rising.
of disputes between a ronstuble and a
superior. the case invariably went avainst
the constable.  An appeal bward ought
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The average constable
In case '

' that had ever taken place.

to bhe established, so that an accused .
constable could he protected by a man °

from his ownrank, Wasthe tremendous
amount of money for forage in the police
estimates spent in the right direction?
Was it wise to keep police horses,
haguies, and four-wheelers in Perth for
the sake of allowing the Comnissioner
and lhis friends to drive ubout the city ¥
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Mr. MowcErR: When did the hon.

member last see the Commissioner
driving ¥
Mr. Arxewis: The Commissioner

spent his time on the river.

M=z. HOLMAN: The superior officers
were either driving about, or else they
were idle. The Police Deparfment was
not administered as it should be. The
Colonial Secretary, who of course had
had ouly a few months’ experience of the
department, could not bhe expected to
grasp the position inmediately; but it
was to be hoped that the hon. gentleman
would give it his special attention.

“TAt 6:30, the Cualrman left the Chair.
At 7'830, Chair resumed.

Mr. HOLMAN (continning): At the
present time a drag with four horses was
kept for the use of the Commissioner of
Police. We should have a return of the
cost, of the upkeep of this turnout. There
was also a sulky and horse for the
Commissioner, and a Dbuggy for the
Superintendent of Police, the upkeep of
which must be considerable. Men had
to be kept to look after these turnouts,
and if the services of these men were not
fully employed they should not be
retained. He did not believe in making
positions for the sake of giving employ-
ment to people. He would like also to
know what number of visits the Com-
mussioner and Superintendent of Police
bud made to the various stations
thronghout the State during the past 12
months. An inquiry should be made into
the working of the Police Department at
uny early date. A visit to the police stables
would show that a large number of men
were employed, whereas the work could
be done by half the number of men kept
there. A week or two ago he made
certain statements in regard to the police
launch “Cygnet.” and he represented
that it was one of the worst transactions
The Govern-
meut admitted that it was a smellful
transaction. Whatever statements he
wude in regard to the police luunch

. “Cygnet” he was prepared to substan-

tiate. We were told hy sowe person
that the reason why a Thorneveroft
engine was purchased was because the
British Admiralty had adopted that tvpe
of engine. From u good anthority he
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learned that the British  Admiralty
refused to have amything to do with

oil engines that wused explosive oils.
The British authorities only  had one

motor  engine  on  a launch, and it
was uob a Thorneyeroft engine, This
engine was used on a small tender

running between the submarines und the
shore. He would deal with rhis matter
when ilie item was under consideration,
and he looked forward to receiving correct
information then. He would show to the
Committes that he had been misled by
the answers given by the Premier,
although the Premier was not to hlame,
for he received his replies from the Police
Department. Something should be done
to agsist the hogpitals in outback places
more than had been dope in the past.
The present system of looking after the
hospitais in Western Australia was not
a wise one, and it would amply repay the
Goverument to ~mploy a guahfied officer
to see that they were carried out in a
systematic manver, and also to see that
the drugs, bandages, eic., were purchased
from one source by contract through the
Government Tender Board.

Me. H. Brown: More was paid through
the Tender Board than by obtaining «
privute contract.

Mr. HOLMAN : 1f that were so, then
it was time ingquiry was made into the
working of the Tender Board. Instead
of each Thospital purchasing drugs,
the supplies for all the hospitals should
be purchased wholesale, and the Govern-
nient woul! then et the supplies cheaper
and better. There was considerable room
for improvement in the Coloniul Seere-
tary’s Departoent, but we must admit
the present Colonial Secretary had not
had an opporbnnity of fixing up his de-
partment.  As we came fo the various
items he wou d deal more fully with thenm.
Tt was to be hoped the Government would
give some explanarion as to the porchase
of the engine for the launch ** Cvgnet”
1. Minister for Works endeavoured to
throw the blame on the shoulders of a
firm in Fremantle. He (Mr. Holman)
marde no charge aguinst the firm of
Denny Bros. ; his charve was against the
Puablic Works Department, for the way in
which they purchased this engine. He
was prepared to give the Committee full
information on this mutter.

| ASSEMBLY.]

r

Estimates, generally.

Mz. ANGWIN congratulated the Colo.
nial Secretary on taking charge of this
department, for he wus one of those
gentlemen he (Mr. Angwin) had every
respect for, and who would do his duty
well to the country. While we had a
Pablic Service Act in this State, in almost
every subdepartment under the control
of the Colonial Secretary the greater
number of officers were exempted from
the provisions of that Act. All the
nurses, the warders of the gaol, and rhe
attendants male and female in the hos-
pital for insane did not come under the
Public Service Act. These officers were
permanent employees. Take for instance
the hospital for insane ; before an atten-
dant was appointed permanently to a
position he had to go throngh a course
of training for three years. On entering,
an attendant was paid a salary of £65 a
vear with keep, which brought the amount
up to £112 a vear. This salary after 10
years of service was increased to £130a
year, which showed clearly the conditions
on which the men and the women
engaged were of a permanent character.
If there were any officers in the public
service to-day who should come within
the provisions of the Public Service Act,
snch were the attendants in the hospitals
tor insane. Not long ago the chief medical
officer recommended one officer for special
compensation owing to his nervous system
having given way on account of the
strain which was put upon him. This
showed the duties these officers had to
perform, therefore the Government should
extend to them the privileges which the
Pablic Bervice Act couferred on ofhcers.
The Colonial S«cretary expressed pleasure
at the fact that the cost per head of those
in  hospitals for the imsane bad been
greatly reduced. In 1904-5 it stood at
15s., m 1905-6 at 13s. 5d., and for the
last month or two at 12s. 4d. He wonld
not mind the Minister taking eredit for
the management of these institutions, if
he thought they were being managed in
a fair way in recard to the employees;
but when it was realised that heavy

" penalties were imposed tor the slightest

breaches of the regulations, no one could
wonder at the cost per head of the
patients being reduced. When female
attenduntsat oneof these hospitals received
very little, £40 per avpumn, and penalties
as heavy as £5 were imposed, a decrease in
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the ¢ost of mmaintenance or administration
uf such institutions was sure to take plure.
The Minister should consider e advis-
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of the health of the State. He hoped the

grood work recently initiated by Dr.

ability of giving the attendunts in these |

institutions their just due by placing
them under the Public Service Act, in
order to secure fo them the right of ap-
peal which was the privilege of every
other officer in the public service. And
the swme might be said in regard to the
gaol officials and the vurses on the
medical staff. Not long ago a nurse in a
goldfields hospital had been suspended,
Inst the subsequent inguiry clearly proved
thut rhe medical officer and not the nurse
was entirely to blame, with the result
thist the nurse was retnstated.  If power
existed to dismiss or heavily fine nurses
und there was no right of appeal, hard-
ship must in some cases ensue when the
person punalised was vot to blame. He
drew aitention to this matter in
the hope that the Minister would do
thut justice to these officers which their
services demanded.  He was plensed that
the Leader of the Opposition had drawn

Bluck in regard to the inspection of food
supplies would be continued. Had the
Government given this question the con-
sideration it deserved, they would not

; have taken steps to remuove the President

attention to the advisability of appoint-

ing o proper board of inquiry in connec-
tion with the Police Departmuent. He
knew of cases in which it would have

heen as well to have had only one officer

hearing the case, for the board virtually
congisted either of officers o vontrol of
the men, or of the officers’ friends. Such
a board would not give justive to the
men <harged by an oficer.  The member
for Murchison bad dealt with the ques-
tion of the larwe number of officers in the
Pulive Department. One need not won-
der why the officers were so numerous.
Tumediately a man became an officer in
the forece, such as a subivspector, he
ceased to he a policeman. and conse-
quently drew a large sum of money from
the police annuity fund. The Coloniul
Seeretary should also look intn this ques-
tion and see that the annuity fand was
maintaived tor the purpose of assisting
police constables, and not paid as reward
to officers becanse thev were promoted
and placed on the civil list at an increused
salarv.  He noticed in regard to the
Mediral Department there was a possi.
hility of the removal of one who had for
some veurs sali~factorily filled the posi-
tion of President of the Central Board of
Health. o this mutter the Government
were praclising economy at the expense

of the Central Board of Heulth. He
again urged the Minister to render jus-
tice to the paol warders, the female at-
tendants in the hospitals for insane,
and nurses aud attendants in our general
hospitals by placing themn under the
Public Service Act, and thereby securing
to them the privileges to which they were
entitled.

Mr. T. WALKER: It was evident
by the present Estimates and also Ly
those which preceded them that very
little alteration had been made in the
direction of improvement either in the
management of our gaols or in the dis-
cipline and service of the police force.
Some little time ago it was his misfor-
tune to eriticise the head of that force in
this House, and on the following day a
whole column of criticism, condemnation,
and contemptuous scorn was published
from the lips of Commissioner Hare, in
the Herald. Obpe had no complaint to

* make against criticism from a eivil ser-

concerned

vant; but a genlleman of that impulsive
character, who allowed himself to he
guided not by understanding and esperi-
ence but purely guided hy his personal
feelings, was scarcely a suitable officer to
have the control of a large police force,
But he (Mr. Walker) was not so much
with the Commissioner’s
character as with the condition of the
force itself. There appeared to be a
wrong principle actuating the heads of
the force, a rule of guidance which in-
stead of being beneficial to the citizens
was inimical to their welfare, well-being,
content, and peace. Notv very long ago
an officer in the service warned one of his
men that if he gave evidence which
wonld clear an accused man he would
have to take the consequences; thus in-
terfering with the liberty of a member
of the force by what wus an actual threat
implying to that policeman that his duty
was, not =0 much to tell the truth or
what he knew, but to stand by nther
policemen and sccure a conviction at any
cost. That was the spirit in our police
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force, not so much amongst the men ns
amongst the superior officers.  The police
were instructed to get cases, to secure
convictions ; and the merits uf policemen
were judged mnot by the peace they
preserved, not by causing citizens to
uvoid litigation, but by bringing cases up
and standig by each other, and getting
convictions rightly or wrongly. In-
spertor Drew, whilst stationed in Perth,
so intimidated one of his subord-
inates—-

Mr. Monger: What became of that
inspector ?

Mer. WALEKER: He was afterwards
removed, but not on that particulur
case. He (Mr. Walker) would take a
more recent instance.  Qone Saturday
night, not many months ago, a drunken
man in William Street was using language
such as drink produced, and he was
brutally arrested, struck to the vround,
koelt upon, and handcuffed; and when
the drunken man was afterwards helped
to his feel o constable, whilst the drunken
man was handeuffed, struck him in the
face with his clenched fist. Such conduct
would be bratal in any mortal, and more
particularly was it brutal when committed
by one whose duby it was to presurve the
peace and to set a good example to the
citizens. The facts were published the
next day, and wituesses who saw what
bappened were invited to attend the
pelice court when the case was to he
called on. They came to the police court;
but what was the course pursued? ‘The
case was adjourned till the following
Friday, vstensibly to make inquiries, but
really what for? In order not to have
that case tried, so it appeared, while
witnesses were present to testify to the
brutal treatment the man had received.
On the following Friday the witnesses
did not turn up. Citizens could not be
expected to neglect their business or their
lahonrs day after dav and aftend the
police court, even for the protectiou of a
mapo so brutally wronged. When the
case came on, the police swore in accord-
ance with the charge, and the man was
punished accordingly. The maun might
have deserved punishment, but he did nog
deserve that brotal treatment; and it
was that of which he (Mr. Walker) com-
plained. Speaking of rhe police foree
of the BState generally, they were
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13 fine a body of men as conld be
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found anywhere in similar situations;
but they were spurred ou by their officers
to secure arrests and make charges. In
this case by this kind of ill-treatment a
second charge was brought against the
man, that of resisting the police in the
execution of their daty. Matters were
still worse in some parts of the detective
department, particularly that of hound-
ing a man who had once been in their

clutches until they got him once
more into their hands, driving the
man to commit offences that they

might have him again convicted and
might read a long list against him,
making perhaps a good man a dan-
gerous man by that kind of treatment.
Some weeks ago a lad came out of gaol,
resolving to lead a respectable life. He
obtained work in the Newcastle district,
and was acquiring a'good reputation. At
the Newcastle show detectives exhibited
his photograph, and told the employer
that the lad had been in gaol. The
entployer said he would stick by the boy ;
but the latter, feeling that bhis good
resolves were useless, left the district.
Such police methods created criminals.
Some years ago a man thus harassed com-
mitted suicide because he lost billet after
billet. The police pretended their object
was to warn the employer; but their
real motive was to drive the servant to
beggary or robbery. A Royal Comumis.
gion on the Police Force, appointed on
a motion by the late Mr. Vosper, utterly
condemned the force as then constituted.
What tmprovement had since been made ?
Not the slightest. The police were
becoming more abd more aggressive, and
were the instigators of those Police
Offences Bill provisions which wounld
create new crimes. How could a human
being consider it justifiable to drive men
to wrongdoing 7 Surelv such a desire
was one of the lowest traits of human
nature. Tn some countries a policeman
was rewarded for preventing offences, for
keeping his beat clear of ¢rime and dis-
turbance.  Here, the policeman who
attempted to preserve the peace, who
would rather send a drunken mau home
than arrest him, was considered valueless,
and was sacked as soon as possible. He
wag 4 marked man. In alinost every in-
gtance, with a few honourable exceptions,
those promoted wereof malicions and inter-
fering dispusitions. Again, when a police-
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man fell under thebun of bissuperiorsand
was sacked, he had no redress. Corporal
Tyler was tried practically by his accuser,
Inspector Newlands. The accused had
abundance of lestimony to his honour-
able conduct when in the police force, but
for an impartial inquiry he applied in
vain to the Police Comwmissioner und
the Premier. Having a family to sup-
port, and being ill-adapted to earn a
living in the outside world, the man’s
mind was almost unhinged. Another
constable, Carroll, stationed at Roebourne
and occupying the bachelor’s room, found
that the room was desired by his superior.
Carroll declined to give it up, and his
officer conceived a grudge aguinst him.
One day Carroll discovered in the station
an old box, partially burnt, containing
some burnt pearls of no value. He tried
to clean the pearls, and put them on his
table. Some time atterwards his superior
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asked for the pearls, and the constable
; n the treatment of alleged criminals?

stated they were on his table. Thereupon
the superior wrote a report charging the
man with theft. Carroll was suspended
and dismissed. To his appeal for a fair
hearing Commissicuer Hare turned a deaf
ear, and Carroll had that stigma on his
character. Were those facts suflicient to
stigmatise a wan for life asa thiefr The
pelice force sbould at once be brought
under the rules of the civil service,
especially in the matter of giving sub-
ordinates a fair trial when accused.
There could be and was such partiality
shown that certain men enjoyed adven-
tages while perhaps the most honest were
peglected, had no chance of rising, and
were always linble to be aspersed and
cast out at the inslance of envious rivals.
And a man’s offences were generally dis-
covered about the time he became entitled
to superannuation, when old age was over-
taking him. Then he was dismissed to
starve or be a burden on friends or
relatives, apparently so that the super-
annuation allowance should be saved,
the fund being in a state of roitenness.
Oue had just grounds for complaining
when these facts met one at every turn.
True there were loyal men in the foree,
men of character. but they were beingspeilt
every day and taught not to be men but
to be dogs, huntiag people aud dviving
them into the commissiou of offences.
The age bad made great advances in the
treatment of criminals. In America

Estimotes, generally. 3057

vrime was looked upon as a produet of
disvased organisin, and there physical,
mental, and woral education were used
to bring Dback the man to the full
strength of his faculties, and such wmar.
vellous reforms were obtained as to
astonish the world, Also in Europe the
same experiment was being tried. We
were taught by scientists not to treat
men as wilfully und consciously eriminals,
but as being the vietims of heredity and
environment. 1f was laid down that we
eould depend wpon the repetition of
crime in a given state of society, even to
the jnstrument with which the crimes
were committed, so long as the condition
of society remained unaltered. That being
#0, what were our Government doing to
show un infelligent appreciation of the
way the world was going?  Were we still
to treat our crimiuals as they were treated
a huondred years ago? Were we to
neglect altogether the teaching of science

True, we were doing something in the
lupatic asylum at Claremont, but there
was in the way lunaties had been treated
at Fremantle in the past a menace to
society. Had we improved the Fre-
mantle gaol one iota since the report of
the Commission granted at the instance
of Mr. Vosperv Was there not still a
luck of classification, the first offender
bhaving to econsort with the hardened
criminal ;' We assumed towards an
offender, be he a first offender or an old
vffender, the attitude of vengeance, of
puuishing for punishment’s sake. There
wis no Dbepefit in treating a criminal
unless it tended to reform him. Sowe
sneered at him (Mr. Walker) for his athi-
tudetowardseriminals, but bestood among
the best of company. Victor Hugo and
Charles Reade bad in great novels
treated the subject as he treated it.
He was also in company with the ablest
scientists in Burope, such as Lombroso
and Havelock Elhs, and amongst those
who had heen taking a leading part in
guol reform wus Mr. Morrison, who for
many vears was in charge of one of the
guols tn England, studving the subject
by personal observation und personal
contact with criminals. What was there
more awful than the treatment of
drunkards by our police?  Un Saturday
nights those who took a drop toe much
were looked upon as the natural prey of
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the helmeted force. Oue objected most
strongly to the way in which the police
pursued what  were called  bhabitual
drunkards, those who had reached the
stage when they must have liquor or else
die, who were time after time sneered at
by justices on the bench, ill-treated hy
the police in the cells, and thrown about
by the police as if they were animals, and
given long terms of imprisonment.
Those men, in spite of all moral suasion
and all the tervors of the law, were so
given over to the disease that they wonld
even sacrifice their lives to get drink; but
it was regarded as a jest by the great
organs of the city that Mary Ann
So-and-so was for the fiftieth time given
free lodgings at Fremantle. To him
(Mr. Walker) it was no jest; it was
melancholy to regarl the great anguish
and suffering that lay Dbehind that
fiftieth offence. We heard of So-and-so
being taken to the cells and afterwards
discovered ill and hurried to the hospital,
and dying npext morning; but mo com-
ment was made upon that by the Press,
no philanthropy was shown.  These
Estimates revealed that we were not
progressing, that we were still manu-
facturing crime instead of veforming
criminals, that we were making society
worse instead of Thetter, and that
we were still treating  sociely as
children to he dogged by policemen.
The same might he sabd of the
unfortunates ou the street. They were
dogged from street to street and not,
as should be the case, segregated and
placed under proper supervision and con-
trol. They were dogged into places
where the evils they did were untold, and

where the imnjury done to the body as well

as to the meorals could not be realised,
with the result that an ulcer was eating
into society, constitutions were riined,
lives were blighted, and injuries that
could not be realised eventnated. The
Minister shonld not neglect the just and
fair request of members who asked what
was being done towards the elassification
of prisoners i our gaols, towards their
proper treatment and towards any re-
form : and what was being dove purticu-
larly for the man who left the gaol Lo
have a chance of redecining himself and
to g0 amongst sociefy and “earn ano
honest livelihood. If nothing was being
done, our State could not call
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civilised. I it was left to the captious
effort and fitful desires of a few organ-
isations, the Salvation Army and one
or two great churches for religious
motives, we neglected the practical side
of ihe question. Provision should be
made by the Government so that every
prisoner leaving the gaol should have
another chance in life, and a chance to
get on In the world. Certainly that
man should uwot be dogged by the
detectives, or followed from place
to pluice by policemen and driven
the cell he had just left.
Another phase of the question, equally
gerious, was the alterations made in the
Heuwlth Departmeut. The removal of
Dr. Biack us the head was going to cause
this State suffering which would make
people shudder by-and-by. He did not
care what could be said in favour of Dr.
Lovegrove, and no doubt much could be

* said in his favour ; but against could be set

this fact, that he had outlived his useful-
ness.  He was not abreast of the timesin
matters of reform as to public health, He
coulil not adapt himself to the rapid
chunging circuwstances of this progres-
sive eru.  He was hidebound und pre-
judiced, which was injurious to himselt,
and still more injurious to society.

Tur CHAIBRMAN : The hon. member
must not reflect on a civil servant.

Mr. WALKER: When the Esti-
mates were under discussion it was justi-
fiable. Wheu should we say anything
Where could we?
Wit was the good of the hypocrisy that
pretended to shield men who were doing
an injury ¥ It needed someone to speak
out and tell the truth, In comparison
with Dr. Black as health officer of the
Btate, Dr. Louvegrove could not hold a
candle.  Proof could be brought forward
at any time for thal statewment, It was
not the man oue wis concerned with
now : it was the health of the people of
the State, the sanilury conditions of the
city of Perth, the heulth of the whole of
the towps und villages of the State; and
had he no right to protect them ? Would
someone tell him how, with kid gloves
and chained tongues, we could convey the
truths that were necessary to be known,
that we might have effective work done
by the officers whom the taxpayers had
to support ¥ Therefore he was justified
in saying a great inistake had been
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made in relegating Dr. Black from
the position he had held. We  lad
proof already of the degradation of

some ofticers who were not palatuble to
Dr. Lovegrove. An injury had been
done to one old servant, whose servives
under proper treatment could be made
beneficial. He had one instance in his
mind now, and the member for North

place, of a gentleman called Anderson,

who had been degraded from his position ;
What '

to save a few pounds per vear.
was the result 7 The practices originally
adopted, especially after the plaguc out-
break ut Fremantle, had now veased, and
we had become alinost regardless of the
safoty of people from plague. Ships
came here and were not properly fumi-
gated : this was what was happening.
The service wuas being rvendered less
efficient, precautions hitherto taken were
now foregone, neglect wus the order of
the dayv, and indifference charucterised
the whole department. The Government
should be brought to tusk for permitting
this: they were the guilty people. We
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his focts, und made charges which by the

time he had worked himwselt up iuto a

paroxysin evidently he might belivve

to he true. Who could listen to the

member aceusing and abusing Dr. Love-

grove without feeling sorry for him ?
Mr. Horan: Who?

Tur TREASURER: The member

. who in the House got up und attacked o
Perth could speak of it if be were in his

were not ruled by the Govermmnent; we
were ruled by the heads of depuwrtments, .

and it was on the advice of Dr. Love-
grove the change had been made.  Good

men had been got rid of, and the arm .

that cleansed our cities and kept the
plague and disease from us was being
paralysed.
lack of energy of the Government in their

He spoke of the neglect and

duties. Their works stood as o testimony

against them. They had ot rid of their
best officers and kept their worst. It
was against this conduet, this lackaduisi-
cal, useless sort of Grovernment that he
entered his protest.

Tue TREASURER (in reply to Mr.
Walker) : Tt wus necessary to point out
to the Committee that if one-half of the
charges or even one-fourth of the
charges the member had thrown Dbroad-
cast over the Chamber were true, then he

agreed with the member, the Ministry .

ougbt not to be in power; in fact perhaps
they ought to be in Fremantle Gaol.
Unfortunately the member allowed hisg
eloguence to get the better of his judg-
ment.

Mg. WaLker: Never.

Tae TREASGRER: Certainly he

allowed his eloquence to gel the better of |

gentleman who bad given a lifelong
service to this country.

Mzx. Horax: And
pension.

Tur TREASURER: Certainly be
deserved a pension when he had done.
He (the Treasnrer) wished it 1o be under-
stuod at once that Dr. Lovegrove had
given his best ability to the service of the
country, and still was u very much
younger man than perhaps his vears
would warrant members in thinking.
He was a man full of energy, activity,
and full of good service, and was giving
excellent service to the couniry. He (the
Trewsurer) resented this atiuck on a vivil
servant who could not defend himself.
If the hon. member wished to bring
charges aguinst Dr. Lovegrove, let him
give specific instances; let him bring a
charge that would hewr being inquired
into, instead of abusing that gentleman in
the manoer he had douve.

Mz. WarLker: The truth be had told.
Dr. Lovegrove was too old for his posi-
tion.

Tue TREASURER would go farther
und say generally it was the duty of a
member to prove his charges. The
member acensed  Ministers, and the
Minister who had the coutrol of this
department, with being neglectful; he
aceused the Government with not paying
any attention to the departments under
their control. He wished it to be under-
stood that the Government did pay atten-
tion to their departments. But so long
as members made such statements as the
member had to-night, unwarranted, with-
out any just grounds, and keeping on
repeating such absurd siatements

Mg. WaLggg: They were not absurd;
they were true.

Tre TREASURER: The member
might well acknowledge that we could
not enter into the detals of our depart-
ments as perhaps we would otherwise like
to do. He would say that no (Govern-
ment in Western Australia bad yet given

now deserved a
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more attention, had heen nore attentive
to the mnnagement of their departments
than the Adwinistration of this State;
and he did not sav it in any Doasting
attitude, but he helieved from the Pre-
mier downwards the Cabinet Ministers
were men to work. Ministers had given
ungrudgingly the whole of tleir time
night and day, und it was nofair and
unjust to bring accusations of this sort
againgt a Ministry which was doing good
gervice to the country, with all due
respect to the member. He was sorry
indeed and pained to listen to the tirade
of abuse which fell from the member in
connection with the Police Departuient.
On the one hand he said, contrary to what
he had said some few weeks ago in the
Chamber, that the police force contained
an excellent body of men.

Me. WALKER: On a poiut of order,
he could not allow a coniradiction. The
member was misrepresenting him in
stating that he made other stulemeuts
about the police force than he had wmade
to-night.

Tae CHAIRMAN:
point of order ?

Mer. Warker: That the member mis-
represented and misquoted.

Tre CHAIRMAN : Therc was no point
of order.

Mxr. WaLger denied the accusation.

Mr. BATH: Before the Treasurer pro-
ceeded, the member for Xanowna had
denied making the statement that 1he
Treasurer said be had made. Since he
{Mr. Bath) bad been iu the House il. wus
the custom that when a member denied a
statemett 1t wus withdrawn.

TeE TrEASURER: What was the state-
ment ?

Mze. Hormaw: The statement abont the
police force which was made some time
ago.

Tee CHAIRMAN: The Treasurer
could proceed ; he was in order.

Tee TREASURER: What specific
statement had the member referred to ¥

Mer. Warxgr: That a different state-
ment had been made,

Tee TREASURER bad a lively
recollection of the member making a
charge against the police force in the
Chamber, and to prove the truth he
quoted Captain Hare, whom he com-
plained about to-night,

What was the
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Mr. Warker : That was not different.
[f the hon. member would allow hitm, he
would expluin what he did say.

Tur CHAIRMAN : The hou. member
was entitled to make an explanation, but
there was no point of order.

Mgr. WALKER: What he had said
was that the police force in this State were
too ignoraut to  be entrusted with
those high ¢questions of alienology and
psychelogy such as were involved i the
discussion on the Police Offences Bill.
That was not saying that we had not an
able lodv of men taken as o whole.

Tue TREASURER could not see
whore the distinction came in.  The
menber accused the police force of being
ignoraut.

Mu. Warxer: On these subjects.

Thy TREASURER: Now the mem-
ber said we had an able body of men.
It scemed to him regrettable in the
extreme that all these charges should be
burked aguinst u principal officer ut the
heud of a department, which certainly
hud the most oncrous duties to perform
in the protection of the life and property
of our people; charges which would only
have o teodency to produce—if he wight
be pardoned for saying so—insubordin-
ation. TE the police force were to be on
the same footing as the employees in an
industrial section of the community, we
could not have the discipline absolutely
essential to the proper performance of
police duties. The member for Kanowna
hatl guoted one or two isplated instances,
as Lo the truth of which he (the Treasurer)
was not prepared to speak. [M=.
WaLker: The charges were true.] The
hon. mewmber would condemn the whole
system, from the Commissioner down to
the last officer connected with 1he force,
on account of these isolated instances.
That was an unfuir proposition to put
hefore the Committee.  Perhaps it had
happened that a constuble bere or there
hid treated prisoners badly; but to
maintain  that this was an every-day
oceurrence was absurd, and wrong, and
not justifiable from any point of view.
To say that our police officers had spurred
on corstables and other subordinates to
eritne—and that was pructically what the
hon. member’s statement amounted to—
to effect arrests and secure convictions
regardless of the truth of the case, was
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discreditable in the extreme; and it was
wuch to be regretted thal any hon. mem-
ber should be guilty of such statements
against the officers of the department.

Yie. Scappay: But did the hon. mem-
ber say that?

Tue TREASURER: The hon, mem-
lber spoke to that effect.

Mz, WaLger: The Trewsurer
misquoting.

Tue TREASURER :
the charge that the police force hounded
down wen who had been released from
gaol, - Again there might have been an
isolated insiance or two of such conduct ;
but taking the police as a whole, uothing
of the sort occurred.

Me. WaLker:
wrong. )

Tae TREASURER: To make a
geveral charge like that was utterly
unfair. He refused to believe the
charge, and he did not think the bon.
menmber in his innermost heart believed
that such a state of affairs existed
in this country. [Oprprosirion MEMBER:
The hon. meraber did not say that.]
Next we had an eloquent appesl on
behalf of certain officers. One did not
know whether they were dismissed, but
at any rate they had retived from the
force. A wan named Tyler was relerred
to, and the wember for Kanowna said, or
was understood to say, that Tyler's case
had been inquired into by some inspector,
without recourse. To the best of his
{the Treasurer’s) recollection the infor-
mation given to him, and by him to the
House, on that case was that Tyler had
the nsuval appeal to & board. ‘The Aet
provided for an appeal. Opne would
gather from the remarks of the member
1or Kanowna that ull that had heen done
was that the constable was hauled up
aguin before the inspector, the wan pro-
bably who had wmade the charge : that
the case was supposed to have been
inquired into again by the same inspector,
with dismissal as the result. How absurd!
The Police Act of 1902 made provision
for inqguiries in every case of this descrip-
tton, under Section 26 ; so thatthere was
an appeal in o case of this kind. [Mz.
WaLKER : An appeal wbich might be
refused.] Asa matter of fact, the case to
which ithe hon. member referred was
tried by a board, with the result that the
man was found guilty of certain acts

was

The
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which warranted the refusal to bim of
bis uwllowuance from the police benefit

i fund.

Mr. Asawin: The board vonsisted
of the resident magistrate, the officer, and
ane person nominated by the officer; so
that the officer appointel two members
of the board.

Tue Treasvrkr: No. The board was
appointed by the Government.

Mr. Fouukes: Whn uppoinied the
board on this occasion ?

Tue TrEasURER: The Government.

OrrosiTion Msemsers: Inspector
Newland.

Tue TREASURER: The miscon-
struction which i was appurent the hon,
mewnber desired to put on the action of
the board und of the department was to
be regented. The Government were not
content thut this department and the
raols of the State should continve as
they were 50 years ago, awnd hon. members
must be well aware that great improve-
inents had been wade in the Frewantle
Gaol. It was true that some eight years
ago things were not in too good a state
at that institution, which was over-
crowded ; for with the rush of population
which came to cur shores at that time we
naturally had an increase of crime.
Many hon. members in the House at the
time when the lute Mr. Vosper drew at-
tention to the stute of affairs backed up
that member in his demand for a Royal
Commission to inguire into the matter,
If the member for Kanowna tock the
trouble to visit the gnol at Fremantle,
as he (the Treasurer) bad done a few
montbs agn when inquiring inte the
building of a new wing, the hon. member
would find, as he himself had found,
that very great improvements indeed had
been effected in the institution. A large
addition for the better classification of
prisoners was just being completed, and
one learnt from the governor of the gaol
that he bad in view the very object to
which the member for Kanowna referred,
pamely that those who came in as first
- offenders and for trivial offences should
not have to consort with hardened
criminals of long stunding. But these
reforms conld not e efteclted at five
minutes’ notice, and he believed the
Commitiee would accept bis statement
that the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment bad the maiter well in hand, ang




3062

Colonial Secretary's

had the welfare not only of the police
ofticers and counstables but also of the
criminals at beart. Any reforms which
could be effected, now that the new wing
was about completed, would be effected
with the leust possible delay. He hoped
members would not allow a debate of
this description, which to hig mind had
become very much wider than it should
have become, to bias their ideas with
regard to this vote, or allow it to give
them the impression that the Govern-
ment had unduly cut down the vote
and were not going to carry out the
reforms referred to; because whatever
economies had been made, had been made
after full investigation and with the full
knowledge that we must have a proper
and efficient service in connection with the
police department, as also in connection
with other departments under the
Colonial Secretary.

Me. FouLKES rose to speak.

Taz CHAIRMAN : The hou. member
was not quite in order, The general dis-
cussion had heen closed by the reply of
vhe Minister.

Mr. Fourkgs: The Treasurer had
replied to the member for Kanowna, and
wight find it desirable fo reply fo him
also.

Tue CHAIRMAN: It bad alwars
heen our custom to treat a general dis-
cussion on Estimates the same as the
second reading of a Biil, and when the
Minigter had leplled the same position
was taken as after a reply on the second
reading of a Bill. If, however, that had
not been generally understood, the hon.
member might proceed.

Tar TREASURER: In rising on the
spur of the moment to reply to the
member for Kanowna, the remarks he
made were not intended as a closing
speech.

Mr. Barii: Did the Treasurer say
there was a decrease in the Police De-
partment ?

Ture Treasvrer: No.

Trg CHAITRMAN: The menber for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) was in order.

Mr. FOULKES: Tt was well within
his recollection when discussion was in-
angurated by the Tate Mr. Vosper regard-
ing hoth the conirol of eriminals and the
best way of dealing with ihem. The |
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" Roval Commission appointed as the re-

sult of Mr. Vosper's etforts took a great
deal of evidence and went thoroughly
into the question. The main part of that
Cowmmission’s report treated of-the best
means of inangurating a system for re-
formative treatment of eriminals. The
report practically stated that it was all
very well to make due provision for the
locking up of these unhappy people in
prisons, and to see that they did not
escape, but that thie was a very small
matter in comparison with the necessity
for proper steps to assist prisoners to ve-
form.  'The Commission recommended
that prisoners should be taught habits of
industry and trades, so that they might
be able to earn a living when leaving
prison. The Commission drew attention
to the fact that these unhappy people,
after being confined in prison for pevhaps
a series of vears, were prevented from
earning an honest living owing to the
fact that they had got out. of I;he way of
working, and besides found it almost” im-
possible to obtain work. The Treasurer’s
teply dealt with small minor reforms, and
the hon. gentleman had referred to the
fact that a new ward had been added to
the Fremantle gacl. While that was of
course a very easy thing to do, the Trea-
surer had gone so far as to say that the
governor of the prison was endeavouring
to see that steps were tuken for the keep-
ing apart of mnew prisoners from “old
criminals. That, however, was not a
verv great step. It was a step which had
been taken in other countiries years ago,
and had been recommended here by the
Royal Commission which sat seven
years ago. He agreed with the wem-
ber for Kanowna that practically nothing
bad been done from that day to this.
The Treasuver seemed to think that se
long as they built plenty of stone walls
with iron gates to keep these people iu,
that was sufficient ; but he (Mr. Foulkes)
wished to go farther than fhat. 1t was
the duty of the State not only to see that
proper steps were taken to lock these
peuple up, butl. 6o put them on the right
track to earn a living after they cume out
of prison. The Commission reported that
there were very long sentences in some
vases, and that after the prisoners had
heen locked wp for that length of time
they were quite unfit to earn a living.
He thought it was reported by the Com-
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mission that some of these prisoners were
sent down to Hamel. He would like to
ser o further extension of that work., The
proper way of dealing with prisoners to
keep them from continuing m the path
of crime was to fit them for doing regular
and competent work. This was not a
new subject. Many books had heen
written on it, und great advances had
been made in the treatment in obher
countries. In this country we were much
behind the times in our treatinent of
prisoners.  The member for Kanowna
spoke strongly in regard to the conduct
of those officers. Se far ns he (Mr.
Foulkes) had had esperience, we Jd in
this country a splendid set of men in the
police force.  Probably there were excep-
tions. There were exceptions i every
body of men. Some wen had not suffi-
gient common sense, not suflicient  tact,
und did not understand the best woy of
dealing with the unfortunate peaple with
whem they came into contact.  The hon.
wember charged certain members of the
torce with hounding some of ihese people
who had escaped from prison, and stated
they bad warned emplovers that people

ther employed had been in prison.
Thut was mnot his expericnce. Some
time ago he konew a man who had

heen in prison, and guve him some em-
ployment.  He bad him in his serviee for
abyt three months. The police officer
in the district kvew of that. In the
course of time this man left of his own
accord, and went to another district, and
it was not nntil the wan had left that
this police officer came to him and asked
him if he knew this man had “done time.”
That would show there were some men
in the force who wished to give these un-
fortunate people every opportunity of
earning an honest Jiving.  The hon.
member dealt with Dr. Lovegrove. He
(Mr. Foulkes) had always looked upon
Dr. Lovegrove as one of the hest servants
in the civil service here. He certainly
hud some fads, but surely the hon.
wember should look with greut leniency
upon u man having fads. The hoo.
member had one or two himself.

Mg, HORAN : The tewleney referred
to by the wember for Runowna wuas cer-
twinly to be found, very often uninfention.
ally he believed, in the police forece—-he
referred to hounding down persons who
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had gone through their hands. At the
time he exercised control over probably
from 500 to 1,000 men, he was compelled
to dispense with the services of some of
the very best men he had, on account of
the actions of the police in reminding bis
superior officer at that time that certain
persons had committed some  trivial
offence, for which possibly they were not
altogethier to blame, Fe thought that
wrose from a desire on the part of the
police force, for whow as a body he had
the highest esteem, to do a good turn to
the employer, though as & matter of fact
they did guite the reverse. There was
another point on which he agreed with
the member for Kanowna, namely that
theobject of punishinga mun was not with
the ides of vindictivenrss atall, but to pre-
vent other peoplefromeomnitting thesame
kind of offeace.  This had been the ten-
dency in modern times, and surely it had
been most prononnced in ancient days,
when most celebrated authorities on pen-
ology, Berccarin and Towmbhroso wmongst
the Italians, and Montesquieu among
Frenchmen, gave expression tothese views,
He (Mr. Horun) was nob satisfied with
the way in which the Police Department
was being vontrolled now. He believed
that substuntial reasons might be ad.
vanced tor reform in that direction. He
was ot sure whether the Minister con-
trolied the Commissioner, or the Cowm-
missioner controlled the Minister, or
somebody else controlled the Minister as
well ; but certain things were within his
kunowledge which seemed to indicate the
neeessity for close inguiry by the Minister
wto that particular branch. He was
satisfied that the hon. gentleman, with
his knowledge and desire to see justice on
all hands, would aceede to the wish ex-
pressed when the matter had been brought
| under his notice,

(General discussion ended; votes and
items followed.]

Vote—Office of Colonial Secretary:
£8,611:

1tem —Housekeeper, cleaner, and night
watchman, £381 :

Mr., ANGWIN: The Minister for
Warks informed us the other night that
the whole of the cleaning was now carried
| out by the Works Department.
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Trg TREASURER : The whole of the
cleaning in reference to the (Government
departinents except this department was,
he understood, done under the Works
Department.

Me. ANGWIN: Why was unot this
also under the Works Department ¢ If
this work were carried out in conjunction
with that of the other offices, it vould he
done cheaper. The Coloninl Secretary’s
Departient did not see that, and opposed
it very strongly.

Tre TREASURER could aot follow
the hon. member in saying the work
could be doue cheaper under the Works
Department. Tt might be advisable, but
the matter was one which he had not
entered into, and he did not suppouse the
Minister had entered inte it yet. He
would bring the matter under the notice
of the Minister, and if any saving could
be made he was sure there would be no
ohjection to transferring the work to the
Works Department. Why did not the
hon. member when he was in the Gov-
ernment make an alteration, if it was so
desirable now ?

Me. ANGWIN hbad never had the
responsibility. If he had had, some of
those officers would have kuown it.

Ttem —Caretaker, Rottnest, £155:

Me. HOLMAN : Was there uny other
officer at Rottnest at the present time?
Tt wus stated some time ago that the
whole of the officers had been taken away
from Rottnest. Was this caretaker
werely cavetaker for the Government
buildings, or what work was he doing ?

Tae TREASURER: There was only
one man left st Rottnest. Previonsly
the Rottnest prison was scparate from
the Tremantle Gaol, but it now formed
part of the latter, and the officials had
been absorbed under that heading. This
caretaker looked after the Governmment
House at Rottpest; he also looked after
the trees, and collected permits from
people allowed to Jand on the island. He
was likewise the fishing inspector, and
had been some 23 years at, Rottnest.

Item -- Aceountant, £325:

Me. HOLMAN: The accountant's
branch was first formed, it was said, with
a view to economy; but it was becoming
yearly more expensive.
accountant was receiving an increase of
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£50. The number of clerks had been
increased from 11 to 15, as was usual to
all new branches, the object being to get
an increase for the superior.

Tee TREASURER: This was a
capable officer, and his work and respon-
sibility bad largely increased. Formerly
there was an accountant in each sub-
department; now all the accounts were
kept under ihe supervision of one
accountant. at a saving of £1,000 per
annum. In reprganising, much overtime
had to be worked, 11 clerks and two
temporary oflicers averaging seven weeks’
overtime each. The accountant, who
was underpaid compared with similar
officers, was to receive £50 additional on
the recommendation of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner.

Mr. BATH: If we deducted from
these Estimuates the awmounts for iman-
gration and caretaker at Rottnest, there
was still an increase of £36]1 in the cost
of udministration. While the increase
in crime and lunacy inight have demanded
an increased expenditure, what justifica-
tion conld there be for a purely adminis-
trative increase ?

Mr. HOLMAN: The Treasurer was
upintentionally wisleading when he
spoke of a saving of £1,000. Tast year
the saving was estimated at £800; but
there was likely to be, instead of a saving,
an increase.

Tue Treasurer: All the subdepart-
ments must be included in that calcula-
tion.

Mr. HOLMAN: Even so, there was
no reduction. He trusted there would
not be unother increase next year.

Ttem —Immigration, £2,500:

Me. HOLMAN: What was the immi-
gration policy 7 Last month for the
first time in our history we had a decrense
in population. Many were leaving our
shores because of the lack of employ-
ment.

Tae TREASURER : The vote was for
the usual purpose, contributions towards
assisted passages from the old country
and Erom the BEustern States. An iwmmi-
gration officer met homigrants on their
arrival from the old conntry, 1o give
them informution. The departnent was
preparing proper pamphlets for distribu-
tion an boats culling nt Fremantle. An
immigration office had been established
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on the Fremantle wharf. The Govern-
ment had dooe nothing to bring here
labivur that was not required. The object
was to settle the land by immigrants
either from the old country or the
Eastern States.

Mer. ANGWIN: Where was the bold
immigration policy of the Government,
of which we had heard from every plat.
form in the last twelve months? This
vote would be absorbed in printing and
the salary of the immigration officer at
Fremantle. Tf the Government were
genuine in their intention, why did they
not put three times this sum on the
Estimates ?

Votco put and passed.

Vote— Charities, £35,320:

Item—Superintendent of Charities,
Indastrial  Schools,
Laubour Bureau, £450:

Mgz, BATH : The Treasurer, in speak-
ing on these Estimates generally, pre-
sented a certificate of werit to himself
aud his colleagues for their conduct of
this department. In reply to & question
vesterday we had been informed that
the Superintendent of the Government
Labour Bureau administered that depart-
ment by special telephone from another
place. That officer’s ftime was fully
occupied elsewhere, while his duties in
this branch were really performed by
sweated clerks at £110 a vear. He
moved an amendment—

That the item be rednced by £25.

Tar TREASURER : The Superinten-

dent. of Charities. Mr. Longmore, bad an .

office in Cathedrul Avenune, while the
Labour Bureau was in Irwin-street, Mr.
Longmore had also to look after the
industrial schools, aud as he could not be
in every subdivision at once, was com-
pelled te wanage the braoches as
a Minister nanaged subdepartrents,
through tha telephone.

Mr. HOLMAN : It was a grave mis-
take to connect the Labour Bureau with
the Charities Department. When bhe
(3r. Holman) administeved this depart-
meat he took the first opportunity of
arcanging for removing the office of the
Labour Bureau from the office of the
Superintendent of Churities. The Labour
Bureau should be made a place where no
one need feel ashamed to go in order to
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secure employment; in fact we should
make the institution a place where all
engagements of employees should take
place. It was so with Governwent
labour bureaus in Awerica. Mr. Long-
moare was 4 good ofticer for charities and
industrial schools, but wus not a puod
officer to control the Labour Bureau. We
ghould have a distinet superintendent of
the Labour Bureau. People seeking
work had the idea that in going to the
Lahour Bureau they were seeking charity.
We shonld disabuse their minds of that
1den, but it would exist so long as it was
necessary for persons seeking employ-
ment to interview Mr. Longmore. The

" salaries puid to the officers in the Labour
Burean were 100 low.

Awmendment put and negatived.

Me. BATH: Did the Treasurer con-
sider £110 a fair salary to pay a clerk
in the Labour Bureau? If the officer was
not worth more he should be dismissed,
but if he was doing work that was
necessary o higher salary should be paid.

M=r. Horman: Would the Minister
disconnect the Labour Burcau from ihe
Charities Department ?

Tee TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber's ideas would be brought under the
notice of the Cabinet, and consideration
given to them. The officer receiving
£110 had filled the position temporarily
while the officer formerly holding the
position was ill.  On that ofticer’s retire-
ment through continued ill-health this
officer was appointed, heing at the time
fully aware of the salury the position
carried. The Public Service Commissioner
had classified the position at £120 mini-
mum rising to £150, and applications
had been invited throughout the service
by the Commissioner for this position.
An appointment would be made at £120
rising to £150, and the officer now
occupying the position would bave an
opportunity of applying for the position.

Mr. SCADDAN: Under this vote
there were itewms for indoor relief £9,750,
outdoor relief £7,900, and aid to orphan-
age industrial schools £9,000. Would
the Minister explain these?

Tuwe TREASURER: The first pro-
vided for maintenance of institutions run
exvlusively by the departinent.  The item
“ Outdoor Relief” provided for the relief
dispensed by the department to those in
want or unable to wurk; 1 fact it prac-
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tically took the place of old age pensions
for the time being. Charities were dis-
pensed in the form of rations and mone.
tary assistance from 5s. to 10s. a week,
each case being inquired into om its
merits and being first approved by the
superintendent.  The money for the
orphanage industrial schools was a per
capite subgsidy paid to various institu-
tions.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was an itemn
providing a small sum for the payment
to inmates of homes for work performed.
At Fremautle au
Men's Depét performed the work of
cementing the front of the building.
The work was worth about £150, but
that man received no more than ls. 9d. a
week. The payment was very small for
the work done.

Tae TREASURER: Work of the
character referred to was paid for asa
gratuity, or pocket money. The services
of these old people could ot be of great
value. It was better to keep them
employed, especially in outdoor work ?

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Fisheries, £2,155:

Mr. BOLTON : Was it the intention
of the Government to take notice of the

appointed to inguire into this guestion ?
The recommendations in the report
would not cause additional expenditure,
but a certain amount of reform which
would be of assistance to the department.
The main question was the inauguration
of fish markets for the sale of all the fish
caught.

Tue TREASURER : The report was
received only a fortmight ago. It was
the intention of the Grovernment to
give the report consideration, but up to
the present time the Government had
not an opportunity, and would not have
an opportunity of acting on the report
until the recess.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Friendly Societies und Industrial
Arbitration, £3,435:
Item—TIncidental, £100:

Me. BATH : Action had been taken by
the registrar for the purpose of cancelling
or endeavouring to cancel the registration

inmate of the Old .
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of 2 number of unions and industrial
organisations thronghout the State. The
question at present had resolved itself
into the Government practically insisting
on one industrial society, which would be
taken as n test case, entering into legal
proceedings and involving the State in
legal expenditure which he failed to see
the necessity for. It was undue inter-
ference on the part of the Government
with the internal administration of
these organisations. The London courts
had given a decigion that a union
it the old country registered under
the Trades Unions Act had a perfect
right to take part in politicsl organisa-
tion; he referred to the case of
the South Wales Miners' Association.
A member of that organisation named
Steele, who belonged to the Conservative
Miners’ Association, brought an action
in the firgt place to restrain the orgaunisa-
tion from making any fartber levies from
members and securing a return of levies
collected from him to the amount of 4s.
That case was brought before a Judge
of the County Court in the old country,
and the Judge determined that the or-
ganisation bad a perfect right to do
There was nothing in the rules
or the Trades Unions Act to debar

il . . them from making these coutributions
report: of the joint select committee .

for the purpose of supporting certain
labour members in Parliament. The
Judge said the only remedy for this indi-
vidual, if he felt aggrieved, was to with-
draw from the organisation. With that
decision in our minds it was absurd that
the department should worry and annoy
the organisations, and involve them and
the State in legal proceedings and inter-
fere with them in their internal adminis-

. tration—the expenditure of their money.

i to deal with political questions.

In the case under notice, he did not
think it had been heard, but he drew the
attention of the Treasurer o the fuct that
no attempt had been made to interfere
with the right of the Chamber of Mines
A sub-.
terfuge under which they were supposed
to be exempt was that they did not take
part as individuals, but as representatives
of various companies operating on the
goldfields. They were Lo all intents and
purposes registered as companies under
the Tndustrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act, the sume as the industrial
unions were. He did not know why this
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action was not taken against the Cham-
ber of Mines as against the unioons.

Tae ArrorNey GENERAL: Was
Chamber of Mines registered ?

Me BATH : The individoal companies
were,

Me. Scavpan: It was Lhe Attorney
General who was hehind the guns in this
matter.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAT:: The
only matter on which any difference of
opinion could arise was an application
made Lo register under the Iodustrial
Conciliation and Arbitration Act. There
could be no difference of opinion in re-
gard to registration under the Trades
Unions Act. No point arose until an
.application was made fo register under
the Act. Theaction was first taken by
the registrar when the Daglish Govern-
went was in power, and it arose in con-
nection with the coastal Coach Builders'
Unien.  They made application for
registration in the month of May 1905,
and exception was taken to one particular
rule on the ground that it was calculated
to apply the funds of the union for
political purposes, and the registrar was of
opinion, which opinion he pointed out
arose tn his mind from reading a debate
in the Federal Parliament which had
just taken place, in which it was pointed
out as being contrary to the spirit of the
Act itself that Tunds which under the
Act could be recovered in court should
be used for anything but union pur.
poses. The Industrial Coneiliation and
Arbitration Act gave power te recover
from members the arrears of snbscriptions,
and even where there was power to inflict
a fine, up to the full term of 12 months.
They also applied under the Act to
expunge from the list of members any
member who was not financial. The con-
sequence wus, the whole financial state
of the union was brought within the four
corners of the Act. The registrar was of
opivion that in the circumstances these
funds were earmarked by the Act for
union purposes and should be devoted
solely for industrial purposes, and he
apparently refnsed on that occasion to
register ihe Coach Builders’ Union. The
matter, as fur as the file gave information,
was not dealt with by awv Minister.
There was some correspondence which
pointed vut that a prior application con-
taining the same provision had been

the
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received by the registrar, and there
appeared to be no distinction between
the prior rules vesistered and the ones
taken exception to.  The registrar main-
tuined the position which he originally
took up, and the matter was handed on
as a heritage to the new Government.

! The registrar wished to obtain a decision,

et e e——

and he (the Attorney General) advised
that the proper course was to get the
President of the Arbitration Court to
decide the question, and he instituted for
that purpose certain proceedings, which un-
fortunately were ruled to he out of order.
The difficulty arose as to how to bring the
matter before the court. Alihough the
proceedivgs when nstituted by the regis- -
trar were such as he, in his opivion, was
justifie]l in bringing under the section
and the rules, the President delivered a
minute in which he stated he was not
prepared to hear the application, as it was
not open to take the action which was
then being taken. Since then it bhad
been dusired by the registrar to obtain
from the President of the Arbitration
Court an indication of the manoer in
which the matter could be settled as far
as the judicial position went. It re-
mained open for the House to review
legislation. Tn the meantime he under-
stood as far as one of the largest unions
of the State was concerned,that Mr. Dodd,
the secretary of the local branch at Kal-
goorlie, had submitted a proposal to con-
stitute two funds, one to be an industrial
fund te which all members were obliged
to contribute, and which would cowme
ununder the provisions of the Act, and
unother fund to which all wembers would
be asked to coniribute which would not
come under the provisions of the Act and
not Le recoverable at law. He (the
Atterney General) was not quite sure to
what extent that proposal had been con-
gidered by the general body of unionists
or whether it was a local proposal. [M=.
CoLLier : Local.] If it were to become
a general proposal it would solve the
difticulty at once. If the two funds were
distinct, a fund to which the provisions of
the Aot would apply and recoverable at
law to the extent of that Act, and another
fund for another purpose, whether for
political  action  or social  enjovment,
the difficulty of attempting to bave a
judicial deuvision given would be ob-
viated and it would not be necessary
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to attempt to obtain a decision.
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It 1 Arbitration Court of members of the

seemed to be a very happy solution of | legal profession who bappened to be

the difficulty. He was now, of course,
replying to the question of the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mz. BATH: On a previous occasion
the Attorney General had wmade a state-
ment that the first refusal was given
during the time of the Labour Govern-
ment; and on that occasion he (Mr.
Bath) had stated that he belivved the
Attorney General was all at sea; butnot
having information at kand be could wvot
deny the hon. gentleman’s statement.
However, shortly after the statement was
made he had received from the secretary
of the Coastal Trades and Labour Couneil
of Western Australia the following letter,
dated Perth, 20th July, 1906 :—

Re the remarks of the Attorney General in
the Legislative Assembly relative to the
application of the Coachbuilders’ Union to
register certain rules giving power to the
union to use their funds for political action, I
am instructed by the above council, on the
authority of the delegates of the Coach-
builders’ Union, to inform you that their
rules with the political clauses referred to
were registered some threc years ago. No
objection waa taken by the Registrarto the
“ political clauses ” until the union forwarded
an application to register amendments to
other rules, This application was made only
a few months ago, and not, as stated by the
Attorney General, during the time the Labour
Government was in power. It may have been,
however, that the union submitted a galley-
slip of their amended rules to the Registrar
for revision at a much earlier date.

He (Mr. Bath) believed the action was
taken by the Registrar of Friendly
Societies coincidently with certain re.
marks by the then Attorney General,
now Agent General, at Midland Junction.
That gentlewan had said that an altera-

- tion was about te be made to prevent the

registration of unions with political pro-
visions in their rules. On the goldfields,
however, to his knowledge unions with
political provisions i their rules had
been registered. Another matter to
which he wished to refer was the Jdecision
of the High Court in regard to the
appearance of members of the legul pro-
fession before the Arbitration Court.
The President of the Court had said thut
it was for the Legislature to malke its
intention known, but that until the
intention was made known he would
acquiesce in the appearance before the

attorneys of companies. A reference to
the debate in the Assembly showed au
clear intention that members of the legul
profession should be debarred from ap-
pearance in the court. The then member
for Albany, Mr. (ardiner, moved an
wmendment absolutely excluding mem.
bers of the legal profession; but that
amendment was rejected as unnecessary,
becanse it was pointed out that the Bill
as it stood provided that members of the
legal profession could wnot appear unless
with the consent of Dboth parties, and
thut wae regarded as an improbable
coutingency. The right of audience
which members of the legal profession
now had was obtained by subterfuge.
Notice should be taken of the decision of
the High Court and of the opinion ex-
pressed by the President of our Arbitra-
tion Court.

TrE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the Opposition, like probably
most hoo. members, was under a misap-
prehension as to the decision of Mr.
Justice Burnside. A former President
of the Arbitration Court had objected to
the appearance before him of a certain
member of the legal profession who
¢laimed right of audience by reason of
being sole attorney in this State of u
company which was party to a dispute
before the court. First of all, applica-
tion was made to the Full Court fora
mandamus to compel the President of
the Arbitration Cowt to admit this
gentleman to andience, and that applica-
tion being refused, appeal was nade 1o
the High Court. The Higlh Court refused
the appeal, not on the werits or on the
interpretation of Lthe Act, but simply on
the ground that a mandamus did not ii..
The same individual applied to the Pre-
sident of the Arbitration Court, and the
new President’s ruling reversed the rul-
ing of the former President, presamably
with the concurrence of onme or both of
his colleagues on the bench, because each
member of the court had absolutely
similar powers of decision. So the gentle-
wan in question was admitted to right of
audience. The President’s ruling, how-
ever, was a very limited one, to the

 effect that right of wudience would be

grunted only when he was satisfied on
three points: first of all, that the mem.-
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er of the legal profession had pot been ' they could not bhe compelled to confine

clathed with the character of an awent
merely for the purpose of acquiring the
right of appearance, but that he had been
acting  bone  fide in a 1eprosentative
capucity for some time; secondly, that
he was the only representative of the
company in the State and therefore the
only persen who could be property said
to represent the company 1o any court
of law, or at equity, or, as in the
case of the Arbitration Court, in
both forms of jurisdiction.

Me. Batu: The result would be that
every company and corporation registered
wounld have a lawver as its attorney.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1Iif
that phasc arose it would presumably be
dealt with by the President. The object
of his remarks had been merely to explain
what the President had ruled, in order
that hon. members might properly grasp
the position. The general question was
uot now upen for debate, otherwise he
might have a vood deal to say as to the
folly of the position taken up in excluding
professional men from the Arbitration
Court.  In New South Wales there was
no such rule: it existed only in New
Zealand and Western Australia.

Me. Corrier: The New South Wales
Arbitration Court had practically broken
down.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAT,: From
that cause?

Mr. Bath : Yes; owing to the expense.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
had some knowledge of the expense of
proceedings in the Arbitration Court, and
he veotured to say thut no professional
man got the fees which agents in the
Arbitration Court were able to obtain.
The advoeates on both sides ware better
rewarded than solicitors.  Awaln, legal
practition.rs were prohibited from appear-
ing; but if one were struck off the roll
for an offence, he immediately became
eligible to appear.  An Easiern lawyer,
not. admitted here, could plead. Why
these ubsurd anomalies ¥ The vxclusion
of locul practitioners cast a stigma on
them : and their admission to the court
would lessen the cost to the parties and
to the State. The longer the proceedings
were protracted, the greater the éxpense,
as witnesses must be kept in Perth till
wanted, Laymen could not he prevented
from prolonging the jproceedings, for

|
i
+
t

|
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themselves direclly to the points at issue.
Thus the inguiries were most discursive,
some occupying as many weeks as they
should days. Jf a lawyer atlempted to
transgress so far, the Judge would
immediately «top bim on the ground that
he should know better. Why these
frequent attempts to cast a cheap slur vn
the legal profession, a body of men who,
as a whole, had as honourable a record
us had the members of any other pro-
fession ?

Tue CHAIRMAN (Mr. Duglish) : As
one Opposition member had spoken on
this subject, the Attormey Geveral had
been allowed to reply; but this discus-
sion, being eotirely out of order, must
not be carried farther.

lem—Industrial Arbitration fees to
mewbers of court, £625 :

Mr. HOLMAN : The discussion could
be continued on this item,

Twe CHAIRMAN: No. The hon.
member must adhere to the subject.

Ttem — Industrial Avbitration, Ineci-

dental £1,000:

Mr. HOTMAN: The Act should be
amended so far as it related o the
Registrar of Friendly Societies.

Tue CHAIEMAN : The hon. member
must. deal strictly with the item.

Mz. HOLMAK: The cost would be
greatly reduced if the clerk of the court
acted as registrar under the Arbitration
Act.

Tee CHAIRMAN: The Lon. member
should know that the Registrar of
Friendly Bocieties Item bad already
passed. He must confine himself to this
1tem.

Mr. Horman was confining himself to
the item.

Tue CHATRMAN was the judge of
that.

Mr. HOLMAN: A)l cases must be
brought letore the court through the
Registrar of Friendly Societies. This
involved double expense. Correspondence
shonld go direct to the clerk of the
court, The provision for travelling ex-
jrenses and other ivcidentals should be
increased. Presidents of the court had
always endeavoured, when not prevented
by sickness, to bear cases in the localities
affected ; butthey werenot obliged to duso.
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Another point was that it would prevent '

iy cases from going before the court
at large expense. At present the Act
only provided that an award shonld last
for a certain time.

Tae CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not discuss the Avbitration Act
under this itemn.

Mr. HOLMAN considered that in
pointing out that reporting fees could be
reduced and greater facilities given for
travelling he would be in order, but if the
Chairman vuled otherwise he could not
do that. He would urge the present
Government to do all they possibly conld
to see that the Aet was utilised as much
us possible, and the expenditure kept
down. He would rather see the item
increased tenfold than that we should go
back to the old davs of industrial dis-
putes which would cost the State and
the workers a lot more. Unless.some
provision wus made in the near future
there would be a great dauger of the
item being done away with all:oget,her. and
of industrial dlspntes oceurring  which
would result in great loss.

Other items agreed to; the vote passed.

Vote—Guanls, £33,568 :

Item-—Salary of Comptroller Geneml
of Prisons, £250:

Mke.
believed, be effectud by the Colonial
Sef,retm\ in regard to this item without
in any way lT‘IIlltd..tlll}_" against  the
efficiency of the department. Appu.reutl_v
it was largely « question of abstract con-
trol without the real practical work being
accomplished by the geutleman who
secured this amount. ‘That was really
done by the superintendent of the Fre-
mantle prison.

Tue TREASURER : Tt was necessary
to have a comptroller general. This
officer not ouly controlled the prison at
Fremantle, hat therc were prisous in
other parts of the State to be con-
trolled.  This was only a portion of his
duties. He also acted as Shertff.

Mr. Scappan: Did the hon. gentle-
man mean he acted or held the position ?

THe TREASURER: The officer held
the position and acted.

Mx. Scappan had heard that he did
not.

i

1

BATH: A saving could, he -
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Tue TREASURER:
received was £800.

The tolal salary

Item-—Surgeon at Fremantle prison,
250

Me. SCADDAN: There was a foot-
note which showed that this officer alsa
drew £560 from Medical, and £1:0 from
item 19 (medical officer Rottnest gaol),
waking a total of £920. Had this officer
also the right of private practice ?

Tue TREASURER: This officer was
Dr. Hope, of Fremantle. He bolieved the
officer had the right of private practice,
but that his duties oceupied the whole of

his time. He carried out the duties
appertaining to his office very satis-
factorily.

Item—Religious instructors at Fre-
mantle prison, £300.

Mr. SCADDAN: The time had
arrived when we could more or less
economise in the direction of asking
various dencminations 1o give their owo
religious instrnction withont payment.
It would be very unfair to other denomina-
tions to huve only two represented on the
Estimates. Tt it wag necessary for
religious instruction to he given 1 onr
prisons, persons following any creed
should get any instruction. He moved
an amendment—

That the item he struck ont.

Mr. BATH: If the salaries of these
gentlemen were struck out they would be
unable to take up a collection in Fre-
mantle Guol from the prisoners because

© the prisoners had nothing to give, and

therefore they would be debarred from
the ordinary receipts which they ubtained

" if they administered to their adherents

. gaol.

cutside.

Mr. Scappan: We should not en-
courage one denvmivation os against
another.

Tug TREASURER: If it were left
optional to the different denominations
to supply instruciors, he was afraid the
prisoners would come very badly off.
Alout 600 prisoners passed through that
A part of the discipline of the
gaol, and 4 very good part, was that they
had morning praver every morhing.
There was a chapel, and there were two
instructors, one heing a Church of Fng-

_land clergyman and the other & Roman
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Catholic.  They devoted the whole of
their time to the prison duties.

Mu. Scabpan: Why were the two
salaries different ?

Tue TREASURER could not say.
He supposed they were paid according to
the work they did. One received £125
and the other £175.

Amendment put and negatived.

Ttem — Assistance to prisoners on dis-
charge, £120:

MEr. BATH : It was pleasing to see thix
item to enable the Superintendent of
Prigons to assist prisoners on their leav-
ing the gaol. The amount, however, was
somewhat small. During official visits
to the prison he had sven letters from
men who had learned useful trades while
in the gaol. One of these was from a

22 Novewuer, 1906.]
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man who bhad learned the baking trade, -
and at the time of writing the man had |

bern in a position for six mouths earning
£3 a weelk.  Another, a bootmaker, wrote
vegularly to Mr. George. Unfortunately

in many instances when prisoners left the

prison, owing to the lack of accommoda-
tion for such people, they went to houses
of ill-fame or the resorts of thieves, and
thereby raume under the supervision of the
police, frequently with the result that
thev-returned to gaol. The Governmeut
should not only subsidise the Salvation
Army Prison Gate Brigade, bui should
desemething themselves in thedirection of
providing some place te which discharged
Priseners could go.

Mr. STUART: This itemn should be
larger, considering the amount of good it
would do. The fact of having a few
'pounds on his discharge from  prison
might decide whether a man would return
to a life of crime or not.  In other States
a prisoner who had served a certain term
was eotitled, if well bebaved, tu a certain

gratuity.  Was there any similar system
here? Instead of subsidising the Prison

Gute Brigade it would be preferable to
leave the distribution of this £120 in the
hands of the Comptrotler of 'risuns.

Trne TREASURER: A sum of £400
was put dewn for the earnings of prison.
ers, awl was allocated under prison regu-
lations. Prisoners -earned from 1d. per
day 10 2. per day, and by this wcans
were enabled to accumulaie a few ponnds
during their servitnde with which to start
afresh.
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to; the vote

Other items agreed ;

pussed.
Yote—Harbour and Light, £19,018:

Item—Officer coutrolling Swan River
and Wharves, ete., £250:

Mr. SCADDAN asked for informa-
tiou,

Tre TREASURER : No appointment
had as yet been made. The Harbours
and Light Department was taking over
the control of all the wharves in the river
right up to Perth, and wharfage was to
be levied on all existing wharves ani
wharves to be constructed. There was a
considerable inceense in river traffic, and
this appointment was absolutely neces-
sary. At present this work was per-
formed by the Chief Harbour Master,
hat it tock him away from Fremantle,
where his most important duties were.

Item— Wharfingers (Brooine, Hope-
toun, Port Hedland, and Carnarvon),

£816 :

Mr. BAT'H: What was the reason for
the increase of X500 in this item P

Tre TREASURER: The department
had taken over the jetties at Brooine,
Port Hedland, Hopetoun, and Carnarvon,
hitberto let by tender.  The total increase
of expenditure on these wharves was
£2,000, inclnding this item, but it was
anticipated that the excess of revesue
from wharfage over expenditure would
be £3,492. The revenue last year fell
shart of the estimate by £500 owing to
the fact that the revenue returns from
the North-West had not yet been in-
corperated in the Perth books.

Mgr. Avowin: A farther increase of
socialism.

Ttem — Jetty
£3.300:

Mg, SCADDAN: There was an in-
crease of £1,575 in this item.

Tue TREASURETR: The sume ex-
planation was offered in regard to this
item as to the last.

Mer. SCADDAN: Were members to
understand that the Government received
the dues which were previously received
by the contractors? Perhaps there was
some reason for the Government taking

Working  Expenses,

, over these jetties,
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Tue Treasvrer: Only economy.
Government would receive more revenne.

Me. SCADDAN: Wus 1t because Lhe
companies found they cauld not make the
jetties pay, and that the Goverament
were preparad now to go in for socialism ?

Tue 'TYREASURER : The Government
could nol force companies or individuals
to lease the jetties. On the other hand,
when the Government called for tenders
and did not think the amount offered

[ASSEMBLY.]

The -

Estimales, Votes.

fur permission in special cases no doubt
the Minister would feel himself justified
in granting permission. Dr. Mont-

- gomery was well worth the money the

was sufficient, we were certainly justified -

in saying that we would run the jetties
and wharves ourselves. The Government
were unot hidebound in connection with
contract work or departmental work.

Vote—Lunacy, £23,511:

Mr. ANGWIN: Did the Inspector
General of Insane carry on private prac-
tice ?

Tug TREASURER : No. He devoted
the whole of his time fo the Government.

Mr. ANGWIN: Were the fees col-
lected by the Inspector General paid into
the Consolidated Revenue? He kuew of
a case in which the Inspector General
had charged as much as £10 for services
rendered in one day.

THE
charged. The Inspector General of
Insane drevoted the whole of his time to
the work of his department.

Mer. ANGWIN: The Inspector

(Gtovernment were paying him. He (the
Treasurer) would like to see the officer
receiving considerably more, for he car-
ried out his duties excellently.
Items agreed to; the vote passed.
Vote—Medical Public
£83,887

Ttem—Principal Medieal Officer and
Presgident of the Central Board of Health,

Health,

and

. £850:
Other items agreed to ; the vute passed. -

Greneral did carry on private practice and .

charged fees as high as £10in oneday

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS : Dr.
Montgomery was one of the best authori-
ties on diseases of the brain in Australia,
and if private individuals did congnlt him
oceasivnally it woull be rather stretching
a point to prevent him taking the fees.
On ane or two occasions he believed Dr.
Montgomery had done some private
practice and had taken fees. He might
be called in for consultation in extreme
canes.

Mgr. GULL: The Iuspector General
only received £700, and if he were nut
allowed to collect fees the Government
wight have to pay him £1,000 or £2,000
a year.
Dr. Moutgomery were worth more than
£700 a year.

Tre TREASCGRER: So far as the
department knew, Dr. Montgomery did
no private practice; but if he were to ask

Mr.BATH : The Treasurer had accused
the member for Kunowna of abusing this
officer. One did not know if the member
used abuse, but be questioned the fitness
of the officer und the wisdom of placing
him in this position. He was of a
similar opinion to the member for
Kanowna in regard to the respective
qualifications of Dr. DBlack and Dr.
Lovegrove. [Dnd the Treasurer think Dr.
Lovegrove as well fitted us Dr. Black to
have control of this department ¥

Tue TREASURER : That was a most

" improper question to ask, and he was

TREASURER: No fees were -

sure Al answer was not expected.

M=z. BATH did not know about the
question being improper ; it was awkward,
but the Treasurer vught to give some
information in regard to the change.

Tee TREASURER: It would be
improper to answer the question and to
suy that one gentleman was superior to
another. Dr. Lovegrove was the senior
officer and a worthy officer, and was
filling a position which he had previously
held.  Dr. Black was an excellent officer
also, and one was sure Dr. Black would be
the first 10 resent a question being put as
to the qualifications of Dr. Lovegrove.
Dr. Black’s posilion was abolished, but

" his services were not dispensed with : be

Expert services of a mun like

could have remained on receiving the
same salary as coroner. The question of
his transfer to another department or his
retirement was in abeyance until the
expiration of his leave,

Mr. WALKER: All he had said of
Dr. Lovegrove was justified by the
Treasurer's remarks. He (Mr. Walker)
had compared the two men and pointed
to Dr. Black as the proper head of the
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Heaith Department because of s special
training.

Toe TrEasurer: Where had he re-
ceived specinl training ?

Mr. WALKER: He wus a bucteri-
ologist, fully in touch with up-to-date
scientific  developments. whereas  Dr,
Lovegrove was of the old school.
Treasurer admitted and proved that
nothing could be said against Dr. Black's
ability, for it appeared he could have
remained had he chosen. He left be-
canse he was degraded; another man,
whom he ev ldentl} believed to be nn-
qualified, being put at the head of the

depurtment:  The only excuse for dis-
rating Dr. Black was Dr. Lovegrove's

being the senior officer in this State, a
man who had spent ail his life in a plwce
where opportunities for keeping up to
date were few.

Tue Treasurer: Dr. Lovegrove was
now in a position he had oceupied for
vears, except when on leave.

Mg, WALKER : Dr. Black's depart-
ment was practically abolished.

Tae Mivisrer For Mives: Dr. Black
recommended the amalgamation of offices.

Mr. WALKER: But he did wnot
recommend his own supersession. The
Government. would soen fiud trouble
arising from the chaoge, made on senti-
mental grounds because Dr. Tovegrove
had been long in the service.

TR TREASURER : A very capable man,

Me. WALKER: Possibly, but very
old-fashioned as an adwninistrator.

Mr. HOLMAN had watched a great
deal of the work iu connection with
hospitals. He found Dr. Lovegrove a
very good officer and would give hin
much more latitude than was allowed at
the present time, believing that he would
introduce a svstem thut would result in
saving a great deal of mouey in regard
1w hospitals.  The hospitals were not
carried out on the hest system at pre-
sent.

Ttein—Medical Officer, Fremantle £52:

Mz. SCADDAN drew attention to the .

itein.

Tae TREASURER: Dr.
medieal officer at Fremantle.
Mer. SCADDAN moved

ment—
That the item be struck out.

Hope was

an ameuad-

NovEMeEn,

T ——
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Tl officer was receiving a Fair salury
now, in his opinion,

Tir MINISTER FOR WORKS ex-
Pluined  that the item hal veference to
Dr. Anderson, special plagne officer at
Fremantle.

Awendment withdreawn.

The -

Ttem— District medical officers, one at
Frentuntle £561) :

Mgr. ANGWIN : This medical ofticer
was drawing £1,072 per annum, and bad
free guarters at the gaol. It was un-
necessary for him to hold so many offices.
Not only that, but Dr. Hope veceived a
salary from fhe Tremantle Municipal
Conncil as district medieal ofticer; conse-

b quontly he was the best-paid man in the

Heulth Departinent.

Tue Treasurer: The officer received
£920.

Me. ANGWIN : He received £972.

Tue TrEASURER: Was thal too much ?

Mgr. ANGWIN: Then he got free
guarters at the gnol, equal to another
£100 per annum ; he also received another
£L100 at Fremantle, muking a total of
£1.172. Tt was only a few months since
Dr. Hope came from a trip on the Con-
tinent of Kurope ; and was away now at
Stugapore, or Juva, or some other of
those places.

Tue TrEasukER : The trip previously
referred to was four years ago.

Mgr. ANGWIN believed the Public
Service Act did not allow & public officer
Lo go away after only four years. Jf
Government had again granted Dr. Hope
long leave, thav should be censured for
doing s0. He did not see why an officer
| veeeiving the highest salary in the depart-
+ ment should be allowed to iravel over the
whole world und leave the work of the
office to be administered by someone else.
The Government ought to consider
whether Dr. Hope should not give up bis
private practice.

Mz. STUART : This item included a
medical officer at EKalgoorlie at £350,
* He understood it was the intention of
' the Government to make a change not
indicated in this document; that they
intended to reduce the salary of the
present officer from £350 to £100. If
they were wise, they would allow the
present arrangement to continue. It
' was proposed to reduce the salary by that
amouut, and to increase the salary of the
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regident medical ofticer by £150. By
making this change they would save
£100.  They were counting on having
the assistiunce of a visibng staff from
Boulder and Kalgoorlie. {t would, how-
aver, be far more in the interests of the
patients in the large hospital there to
have their needs attended to by one officer
specially appointed for the purpose. The
incouvenience to the patients aud the in-
effectiveness of the method proposed
would counterbalance the saving of the
£100. Hedesired also to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister in charge of the depart.
ment to the great dissatisfaction existing
regarding the use of the X-rays in the
Kalgoorlie hospital. A vote was passed
last year to provide the necessary appar-
atus, and there was now u dispute as to
whether patients nnable {fo pay were
entitled to the use of the up-lo-date
instruments. This dispute should not
be allowed to continue. He desired to
emphasise that the Kalgoorlic hospital
was not a purely local institution, but,
on the contrary, treated the patients of a
large district, many of whom travelled
long distances.

Mr. HORAN: With the mewber for
Leonora (Mr. Stuart), he wished to call
attention to the exorbitant fees some-
times imposed by medical men who were
subsidised Ly the Government. The
resident medical officer of this district
received a subsidy of £200. A document
now befure him stated : —

Only yesterday I have heard of a case at
Burracoppin where a bill of £25 was putin for
one visit to a bahy, and then only for advice.
This charge was made by a Government
medical officer, Dr. Humphbries. One
would be glad to know whether this
doctor’s fees, he being a Government
medical officer, were uot subject to the
control of the Colonial Secretary, who
might see that they were fixed at a reason-
able figure. In another case, u patient
was cHarged £34 by the same doctor, all
he got being a hox of pills. This doctor
also charged £37 for visiting anotber
baby and giving advice. The work-
ing men on whom these charges were
imposed found themselves practically

[ASSEMRBLY.]

compelled either to resign their posi- .

tion or to go through the insol-
vency court. ‘The state of affairs
was disgraceful. He bhad not an op-

portunity of bringing the full facts

Hstimates, Votes.

before the Colonial Secretary, but as soun
as this had been done the hon, gentleman
would no doubst tale action.

Mgr. HOLMAN : There was also ocea-
sion to complain of the fees charged for
amputations performed i public hos-
pitals. At the Cue hospital 20 guineas
was charged for the amputation of a
finger or thumb, besides two guineas for
the administration of chloroform. In
addition a hospital fes of three gnineas
per week was charged. TLastly, the
patients had to pay for the services of a
nurse and for drugs supplied by the
Government. In the inturests of fair
play to patients, the Colonial Secretary
should draw up a scale of charges pay-
able by persons undergoing operationsin
public hospitals. For an operation cost-
ing two or three guiveas in Perth, 20
guineas was charged in Cue.

Tur TREASURER : If the hon. mem-
ber had made representations to the
Colonial Secretary, the question of these
fees, which certainly scemed excessive,
wonld be inquired into,

Mr. Houmaw: Representations had
been made to the police magistrate, but
whether they would go farther he conld
vot, of course, say.

Tuy TREASURER: No doubt they
would. In reference tu the remarks of
the member for Liconora, it was intended
to make certain alterations regarding the
Kalgoorlie district medical offiear. This
gentleman was ab present looking after
the lospital, which wonld shortly be
placed under the care of an honorary
staff of half-a-dozen medical men, assist-
ing the resident wedical officer. The
latter would receive a salary of £350 per
annum—an increase of £I00 on the
present salary. The other item of £350
in this connection would be reduced by
£250, providing an annual fee of £100
for ordinury medical attention.

Mz. Anewrin: Would the hospital be
placed under a board ?

Tue TREASURER: Yes; in the
same way as the Perth Hospital had
been; and equally good results were
anticipated,

Ttemm — District
£10,665:

Mz. 8. F. MOORE : This item showed

five district medical officers, at Dongarra,
Greenbushes, Jarrahdale, Newcastle, and

Medical Officers,
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Pingelly, who were to receive salaries of
£162 per annum.
mites the swne gentlemen were allowed
£212, or £50 per annum more.
districts contained only small apd widely
scattered populations, aud the oppor-
tunities of private practice were limited ;
therefore it was an injustice to reduce
the salaries. Only one officer, the medical
officer at Dongarra, was in his electorate,
The Minister should give assurance that
this matter would be taken into considera-
tion with tbe view to increasing the pay of
medical officers in sparsely populated
districts where there was little chance of
getting private practice.

ThE TREASURER: It was all a
question of value received.  Medical
ofticers were subsidised by the Govern-
went in order that they might settle in
sparsely populated districts. The Colonial
Secretars hud made inguiry into the
amounts paid to these officers, and in
the interests of economy and on the
recommendation of the respousible officers
in the Medical Departiment bad re-
duced euch salary by £50. Many of
these officers drew salaries in two places.
For iustance, the Dopgarra medical
officer also received £62 for Minginew.
The Minister would take into considera-
tion any cases brought under his atrention
showing where hayrdship occurred or
where the salary was too small.

Mr. STUART: Would provision he
wade for placing o medical officer in
charge of the newlv erected hospital at
Sir Samuel ?

Tue TREASURER:
made.

Other
passed.

Inguiries would be

items agreed to; the vote

Vote—Observatory, £3,563 :

Mg. FOULKES doubted whether the
result of the labours of the oflicers at the
Observatory was of value to the State.
Records of temperature and raintall cer-
tainly w~ere useful, but for this purpose
the State need only retain the services of
the meteorological telegrapbist and the
shservers in the various districts.

Ttem—Government Astronomer, £600:

Mg. FOULKES moved an awmend-
ment that the item be struck out.
Amendment put and negatived

On last vear's Esti- |

Their |
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!
|
|
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Ttem-—First Assistant, £350:

Mr. HORAN: Differences of opinion
prevaihed as to whether we should retain
the services of & Government Astronomer
who mostly delegated his duties to other
officers and published figures which did
not appear until a month afterwards.
When the earthquakes occurred at San
Francisco the Government Astronomer
did not know of them through not look-
ing at his scismograph until the news
wus cabled from all parts of the world.

Tog CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must address himself to the item.

Mr. HORAN was speaking to the
Committee; not to the item.

Tue CHATRMAN : If the hon. mem-
bor desired to speak to the item he must
confine his remarks to the First Assistant.
It the bon. wember did not speak to the
item there was nothing before the Chair
but the adoption of the vote.

Mr. HORAN: If a person wanted an
assistant it buplied that there was
sufticient work to justify the appoint-
ment. He submitted there was not
snficient work to justify the appoint-
ment, and that in the circumstances we
should not rctain the item on the Esti-
mates.

Other
passed.

items agreed to; the vote

Vote— Police, £126,793 :
Itews—Commissioner, £750:

Mr. HOLMAN: As it was intended
to increase the salary of the superinten-
dent, who did most of the work which
the Commissioner was paid to do, he
moved—

That the item he reduced by £50.

Was the position of Commissioner war-
ranted at all? The wprk was carried
out mostly by the superintendent. The
salaries in this department were creeping
up, therefore we should reduce the expen-
diture as much as possible. He remem-
bered the time when the superintendent
was acting commissioner, and the police
work went on just as well as now.
Awmendment put and negatived.

ltem—S8uperintendent, £490 .

Mr. COLLIER: Why was it neces-
sury to increase tbe salary of this officer
from £440 to £490 7
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Tue TREASURER: This was u very
old oficer, Superintendent  Lawrenee,
who was second in command,

Mz, BATH : Why not ent the £50 off
the Commissioner's sitlury, for this man
did the work and the Commissioner got
the salary.

Tue TREASURER: An army such
as the police foree could not be controlled
without an officer at the head.

Tiem—Sergeants, coxwain, corporals,
constables, £86,206 :

Me. STUART: How was it that at
Leonora the time of the sergeant of
police was taken up carrying out the
work of the miwing registrar, who was
stationed at Malcolm, and not in touch
with the people doing business with the
Mines Departtnent. The police in that
district at times were overworked., Would
it not be well to ullow the mining registrar
to do his work and leave the sergeant of
police free to do the work which he should
perform?

Mr. HORAN: Au Marble Bar, a con-
stable was speciully told off to travel a
certain area of spinifex Country, where
there was not u sovul to be seen, when the
temperature was 120 degrees in the sun,
and this was brought about because in
the earty days this officer made a report
against a superior officer. 1t was to be
hoped such o thing would not eceur
again.
Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: It
had been the desire for some time past to
appoint a mining registrarat Leonora, but
we had a mining registrar only u few
miles distant. The serveant of police was
appointed deputy registrar at Leonora.
At present we could not make alterations,
bhecause it would be rather expensive.
The presentarrangements mustexist, and
the sergeant of police would carry ont the
mining registrar's dufy to a certain ex-
tent.

Mr. HOLMAN : What special services
were the vonstables engaged on  who
received 12s. u duy, seeing that a nunnher
of sergeauts received only thut salary ?

Me. COLLIER: It wounld be well to
know ou what systenn prowmotion was
made in the service. There were several

[ASSEMBIY ]

Betinates, Voles.

" where a first-cluss constable bad been in

excellent men ju the rauk of first-class :
constables, and had been in that position

for years, with very litlle opportunity
of promotion. He knew of an instance

charge of a distriet for 12 years. 1L was
unfair,  Ifa man were qualified to tuke
charge of o large and importunt district
for such a length of time, he should be
promoted to the rank of sergeant. The
ofticer was eitlier qualified for that posi-
tion, or he shonld be reduced to the
posifion of a second-cluss constable.
There was very little indocement to police
constables to he diligent and attentive
to their dutics, when such u system was
in voguc that a man could remain in one
position for 12 years without laving a
chance to get a step bigher.

Tur TREASURER : Constables were
paitl according to rank, A certain num-
ber received 10s. o day, others 1ls. a
day, aud they went down to Gs. 6d.

Ttem - -Japanese Instruction Ju Jitsu
for six months, £100:

Mx. BATH: From what one counld
guther, in Japun these men could break
the arm, the leg, or the neck of any
person by this science or new develop-
ment of wrestling. - Those instructed in
this science, in their enthusiasm were
likely to injnre people oa arresting them.
The ordinary wethods at the command
of a coustable had not failed in the past.
It seetmed that instead of filling our
ganls, we should be filling owr hospitals,
under thig new system.

Tue TRMEASURER: Frow the in-
formation supplied, he understood that
this science had not resulted m- broken
limbs, but that it was so carefully
applied that one could use his opponent’s
weight and strength to assist in render-
ing him helpless. This system was being
adopted at home by the Government.
They were training the policemen there
in the science, and it was considered
that it wounld do away with injury to
prisoners to a large extent.  Very often
pelicemen now had to use their batons to
quell a disturbance. It would be unneces-
sary to do that if one could seize a
prisoner in such a fashion as to render
bim helpless, without breaking his bunes,
We should keep up to dJute and get the
latest scientific methods we could obtain,

Mg, STUART : It waus not advisable
to introduce this system in our athletics.
Anyone who tuok the trouble to read up
about the system would find thut there
were very undesirable elements in it,
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He would have no objection to having
our constables taught to wrestle in a
manly stvle; nor would he have any
objection to an instructor heing sub-
sidised for that purpose; but the results
of the parficular class of wrestling re-
ferred to were not such as we should
encourage. We had samples of that in
the wrestling which took place between a
black man and a white man. We found
that where the white man would wrestle
in a manly style, the coloured man would
introduce holds which the white man
regarded as cowardly. It was distinetly
laid down in the teaching that a broken
arm or leg or dislocation of the spinal
column  might be brought aboul Dby
certain holds.

TrE TrEASURER: The hon. member
was wrong in that.
Item — New Engines for launch

“Cygnet,” £720:

Mr. HOLMAN : This watter had pre-
viously been before the House, and there
had been wisleading replies from the
Treasurer. The Treasurer, speaking only
a1 week or 80 ago, told us that after due
consideration it was intended to purchase
25-horse power engines, but after con-
sulting with Mr. Denny, the depart-
mental officer, the size was increased to
45-horse power. 'Che engineering otficers
wure not consulted in the matter at all,
and the file showed that pretty clearly,
The BHritish Government apparently did
not use o1l engines al all.

The Treasurer: Not in lanoches

Mr. HOLMAN: No; except in one
cusc. He found there was no danger on
the river here with a launch. ‘'I'he more
he went into this watter, the worse it
seemed to him. It was admitted that
the matter was not. eirried out properly.
He asked for information.

T TREASURER: A repurt from
the Commissioner of Police had been
received by him, which stated that on
the 26th June 1906, the CGovernment
cugineer, Mr. Raupage, reported that the
cogines were * fairly satisfuctory ™ and
could be taken over, the contractors to
be held responsible for their muintenance
and efficiency il the end of the con-
fract period (six months).  He (the
Commissioner) inspected he * Cygnet,”
and bad a trial with the engines on the
29th June, and fvund that the engines
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were working satisfactorily, and recom-
mended that she be taken over. The
Colonial  Secretavy  approved of the
“ Crgnet” being laken over on the 2nd
July, aued the eontractors were paid the
contract money at the Treasury on the12th
July. They were paid £720.less £50 with-
held until the expiration of the contract
period.  With the exception of a few
stoppayges subsequent to the date of pay-
meut, caused by no fault of the engines,
the machinery had workerd most satisfac-
torily. The * Cyygnet” was placed on the
slip on the 10th October, for the sole
purpose of carrying out the contract for
extension of her cabin, and not in con-
scgquence of any defect in the engines.

. An officer of the department was engaged

to inspect the new work of extension of
cabin, and passed it as satisfactory on
the 8th November 1906. The cost of
this work was £35, with £5 10s. for
necessary additions. The charge for use
of slip wns £3.  No officer of the depart-
ment had heen emploved in any other
capacity than that stated since the uew
enyines were placed in the * Cygnet,”
and in the instance referred to there was
no pulling up of rabin floors as alleged.
That rejoinder did not bear out the hon.
member’s contention.  The makers of
the engines sent out @ man to take
vharge, and paid his expenses, so jealous
were they of their reputation. The man
was now engaged as a river constable at
7s. 6d. a day with the usual allewances.
He had proved a most economical man to
the departinent.

Mer. HOLMAN: Where did the
Treasurer get the information he gave the
House when he recently said the Works
Department had arvranged for a special
man to he sent out with the boat? Now
it was said the company sent, him out.

Tue TREASURER: The arrange-
ment was that the man should be sent
out by the company, who paid his ex-
penses, on the undersanding that when
he came here he should he engaged as a
river constable at 7s. 64. a day. The
firm hud not mude auything out of that
transaction.

M=, HOLMAN : Probubly not. The
Minister said the lianch was taken over
on the 12th Jaly.

Tae Treasorex : On the 2ud July.

Mr. HOLMAN : Ne. The Treasurer

. had been wrongly informed. The depart-
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ment had tried to cover up their work.
The arrangement was that the launch
had to be passed by the engincer, Mr.
Ramage, and taken over by the Comunis-
sioner. A minute on the file, dated 12th
July 1906, showed that the “Cygnet”
had not been taken over, and queried
whether Mr. Denny should be patd. The
reply was, * See page 53 for u recom-
mendation that the boat be taken over at
once. In spite of that, the Commissioner
refused to take it over for some time.
The Commissioner’s replies were mis-
leading. To a gquestion agked some time ago
the Premier replied that after duly con-
sidering the capabilities of various types
of oil engine it was decided on the
advice of the Govermmnent engineer to
order a 4§ horse-power Thorneycrofs
engine. As a fact, it was decided by the
department to purchase a 25 horse-power
union engiue. Afterwards, without any
inguiry from the Government engineer,
the Colonial Becretary and the Commis-
gioner of Police decided to purchase a 25
horse-power Thorneyeroft engine.  Then,
after a private interview or interviews
between Mr. Denny and the Commis-
sioner of Police, the decision was altered
to a 45 horre-power engine. Minutes
showed that decision was arrived at
without any advice from Government
engineers.

Tue Treasurer: No. The absence
of a recommendation from the file did
not prove there was no recommenda-
tion.

Mr. HOLMAN : There was a minute
from the Under Secretary, Mr. North,
who got his information on the 20th

[ASSEMBLY.)

Saptember lust, to the effect thut no pro- ;

fessional advice was obtained concerning
the substitution of the Thorneycroft for
the union engine.

Tue TREASURER :
Ramage’s reports would be found.

Mr. HOLMAN had read
reports, and said the manner in which
the engine was bought was a disgrace tv
all whoe twok part in the transaction.
When we had a Tender Board, all pur-
chases should be made through that
board. The officers responsible for the
Ppurchase of this engine deserved the
severest censure for not buying it through
the board. The matter should have been
the subject of inquiry, No purchases

Prior to that Mr. -

all the -

Estimates, generally.

should be made by an individual officer.
Denny, by interviewing the Colonial
Secretary and the Commissioner of Police,
secured this order over the heads of all
other contractors in the State. The
blame should be sheeted home to the
proper party. He would say outside
what he had said here, following his
practice with regard to such transactions.
It was even now questionable whether
the engines were working right, though
a man was imported to drive them. He
was satisfied that the pext Minister and
the Commissioner of Police would not
enter into another such transaction,

Other items agreed to; the
passed.

vote

Vote—Public Gardens and Government
Houge Domain, £2,619--agreed to.

Vote— Begislry, £8,105—agreed to.

This completed the votes for the depart-
ment.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at four minuntes
past 12 o'clock midnight, until the next
Tuesday.



